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I N T R O D U C T I O NI N T R O D U C T I O N

At ArtsBuild, our mission is
building stronger communities
through the arts.

How we fulfill our mission: 
Partnering - collaborating to
reach creative solutions

Advocating - articulating the role
of the arts in building lives and
communities

Connecting - providing arts
opportunities for all

Educating - cultivating creativity
to enhance personal and
academic growth

Advancing - strengthening the
economic environment

Supporting - generating resources
to support arts and cultural
experiences

According to the Arts and Economic Prosperity Study 6 facilitated by
Americans for the Arts, the Tennessee Arts Commission, and ArtsBuild,
nonprofit arts and culture organizations in Hamilton County generate
almost $200 million in economic activity, support over 3,100 full-time

jobs, and contribute nearly $3.6 million in tax revenue each year. 

Many sectors offer a sizable economic footprint, however only the arts
sector delivers a fivefold return on investment: boosting economic

productivity, improving education outcomes, fostering civic cohesion,
facilitating good health, and preserving history and culture.

For more than 50 years, ArtsBuild has supported the arts. As the City of
Chattanooga’s official designated arts agency (Ordinance 9365; Amended

Ordinance 13654), ArtsBuild serves as a partner and carries out the
functions of a local arts agency. 

All candidates on the ballot for the August 6, 2026 Hamilton County
Election were invited to participate in our survey. We present to you

those responses. See how candidates plan to engage the arts and culture
sector and how the arts have impacted their lives and community.

A B O U T  A R T S B U I L DA B O U T  A R T S B U I L D

J O I N  O U R
A D V O C A C Y

E F F O R T S

https://www.chattanoogapulse.com/arts_entertainment/groundbreaking-study-reveals-191-million-in-economic-impact-/
https://artsbuild.com/
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WHAT ARE SOME OF YOUR
FAVORITE ARTS & CULTURAL
EVENTS, PROJECTS, OR
PROGRAMS THAT TAKE
PLACE IN YOUR DISTRICT?

I'm a huge fan of the Three Sisters Bluegrass Festival because it
highlights both the art and culture of East Tennessee. I'm also very
grateful for ArtsBuild's work with Hamilton County students through
projects like the Teen Artist Showcase that allows us to host some of our
finest young artists in the Courthouse, which itself is one of community's
greatest works of art, designed more than a century ago by famed
architect R.H. Hunt.

WHAT SPECIFIC POLICIES OR INITIATIVES HAVE YOU
SUPPORTED, OR ARE PLANNING TO SUPPORT, THAT WOULD
STRENGTHEN THE NONPROFIT ARTS AND CULTURE SECTOR
IN OUR AREA?
We have been big supporters of Hamilton
County students seeing new career exposure
and opportunities through the arts. For
example, we have partnered with Dynamo
Studios and Songbirds to fund and create the
Hamilton County History Experience, an
immersive museum opening in downtown
Chattanooga in August of 2026. Local artists,
primarily funded by Hamilton County
government, have been working to share the
captivating history of Chattanooga through
different forms or art and storytelling at this
downtown location. 
There are countless examples of us funding
expanded opportunities for Hamilton County
students, but one specific one that comes to
mind is the $1 million we have committed to
upgrading the historic theater at The Howard 

WHAT ARTS
ACTIVITIES HAVE
YOU ATTENDED,

PARTICIPATED IN,
OR SUPPORTED IN

THE LAST YEAR?
(SELECT ALL THAT

APPLY)
Music
Theatre
Visual Arts
Dance
Literary Arts
Other
None

W E S T O N  W A M P

School. When we were able to renegotiate the sweetheart deal that
private developers and team owners had negotiated with the city and
county on the new baseball stadium, we insisted that The Howard School
be brought the front of the line. We secured $10 million of funding for
Howard, which includes major upgrades to the school's historic theater.
Similarly we are prioritizing the arts in our renovation and expansion of
Brainerd Middle High School. 



W E S T O N  W A M P

HOW DO YOU
PERCEIVE THE ROLE

OF NONPROFIT
ARTS AND CULTURE
ORGANIZATIONS IN

THE OVERALL
DEVELOPMENT AND

WELL-BEING OF
OUR LOCAL

COMMUNITY?
Extremely
Important

Somewhat
Important

Not Very
Important

Not Important

WHAT SOURCES OF ARTS FUNDING DO YOU THINK ARE
MOST CRITICAL?
We believe Hamilton County Schools has a responsibility to introduce
students to the arts, but all communities with flourishing art scenes are
propelled by philanthropy. We have a tradition of this sort of giving, look
no further than the Hunter Art Museum and the recent capital campaign
to restore the Tivoli Theater, but we can create even more momentum to
advance Chattanooga as an arts hub.

SOME COMMUNITIES OFTEN LACK
ACCESS TO NONPROFIT ARTS AND
CULTURAL ORGANIZATIONS AND
PROGRAMS. HOW WOULD YOU
INCREASE OPPORTUNITIES TO ENSURE
THAT ALL MEMBERS OF OUR
COMMUNITY CAN ACCESS THE
BENEFITS OF ART EXPERIENCES?
We have created an incredible partnership in
recent years with the Creative Discovery
Museum that allows all Hamilton County
Kindergartners to visit the museum free of cost
with their family. This an example of our desire
to make Chattanooga's centers of creativity
accessible to everyone. We also were proud to
partner with ArtsBuild to support arts-related
field trips in FY2026.

ON A PERSONAL LEVEL, HOW HAVE THE ARTS IMPACTED
YOUR LIFE, AND HOW DO YOU THINK YOUR EXPERIENCES
SHAPE YOUR SUPPORT FOR THE NONPROFIT ARTS AND
CULTURE SECTOR IN YOUR ROLE AS AN ELECTED OFFICIAL?
I grew up in a family of architects and musicians -- art and design has had
a profound impact on my life and affects the way I approach decisions
every day. We have chosen to support unique projects like the
Chattanooga History Experience, the Houston Museum, the African
American History Museum, expanded arts and music opportunities in
county parks, and most recently we funded $80,000 of art on Rossville
Boulevard to welcome people to Tennessee at the state line.

DO YOU BELIEVE THAT INCREASED FUNDING
FOR NONPROFIT ARTS AND CULTURE

ORGANIZATIONS CAN IMPACT THE VITALITY AND
GROWTH OF OUR LOCAL COMMUNITY?

Yes

No

Unsure



W E S T O N  W A M P

WHAT ARE YOUR TOP PRIORITIES FOR STRENGTHENING
EDUCATIONAL OUTCOMES IN YOUR DISTRICT, AND WHAT
ROLE, IF ANY, SHOULD ARTS EDUCATION OR CREATIVE
LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES - FROM PRE-K THROUGH
COLLEGE - PLAY IN LOCAL EDUCATION POLICY?
We have led historic investments in public education facilities, totaling
nearly $400,000,000. These projects range from new theater seats at
Chattanooga School for the Creative Arts to the bold vision for our
regions first "YMCA Elementary School" at the site of the current Dupont
Elementary. 
Since 2022 when I was elected, annual funding for public education has
increased by $249,000,000, more than a 50% increase in funding. A
priority of ours has been career and technical education, because in the
age of AI, it's going to be more important than ever that young people
are prepared to add unique value to the world around them. Arts,
creativity, and entrepreneurship are going to become more important
than ever in a world where knowledge is accessible to everyone, for
virtually no cost. As a parent, I think creative learning opportunities are a
requirement of education moving forward -- they are a necessity, not a
luxury, if we are going to prepare our kids for the rapidly changing world
they are going to live in.

HOW WOULD YOU APPROACH CREATING A DEDICATED,
EQUITABLE SOURCE OF PUBLIC FUNDING FOR THE ARTS
THAT ALIGNS WITH THE SECTOR’S NEARLY $200 MILLION
ANNUAL ECONOMIC IMPACT AND EXPANDS ACCESS TO
HISTORICALLY UNDERSERVED COMMUNITIES?
As we are seeing at the Chattanooga Riverfront, where $25 million in
public funding is being matched with $25 million in private funding to
create a space that will serve locals first, with arts, shade, food, and
entertainment, the Chattanooga Way continues to feature partnerships. In
order for Chattanooga to take its next big leap, to become the creative
capital of the South, we need philanthropy, the private sector, and the
public sector working together. Evidenced by our investments in future
and current artists over the last four years, we will be ready to partner in
county government.

DO YOU BELIEVE CREATIVITY AND
COLLABORATION SKILLS FOSTERED BY ARTS
EDUCATION ARE VALUED BY EMPLOYERS IN
BUILDING A FUTURE-READY WORKFORCE?

Yes

No

Unsure
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WHAT ARE SOME OF YOUR
FAVORITE ARTS & CULTURAL
EVENTS, PROJECTS, OR
PROGRAMS THAT TAKE
PLACE IN YOUR DISTRICT?

One of the true gems near me is the Cumberland Folk School. Blending
hands‑on craft workshops with the rhythms of farm life, they’ve created a
place where art, tradition, and community meet in a really meaningful
way. On the other end of the spectrum, my family and I have always loved
the Nightfall concert series downtown—it’s one of those Chattanooga
traditions that brings people together through music and shared space. I
love having accessibility be part of our art and music scene.

WHAT SPECIFIC POLICIES OR INITIATIVES HAVE YOU
SUPPORTED, OR ARE PLANNING TO SUPPORT, THAT WOULD
STRENGTHEN THE NONPROFIT ARTS AND CULTURE SECTOR
IN OUR AREA?
My initiative focuses on steering the county
toward rediscovering the crucial role the arts
play in our daily lives. Past decisions made in
the name of “better outcomes” for our youth
have slowly pushed the arts out of our schools.
If we want to form the next generation into
creative, capable, well‑ rounded thinkers, we
must reintroduce the arts into our system and
treat them as essential, not optional. 
We cannot keep doing the same things and
expect different results. We have to act on what
we know strengthens people, families, and
communities. Investing in the arts is investing
in our future.

WHAT ARTS
ACTIVITIES HAVE
YOU ATTENDED,

PARTICIPATED IN,
OR SUPPORTED IN

THE LAST YEAR?
(SELECT ALL THAT

APPLY)
Music
Theatre
Visual Arts
Dance
Literary Arts
Other
None

M A R K  H E R N D O N

DO YOU BELIEVE THAT INCREASED FUNDING
FOR NONPROFIT ARTS AND CULTURE

ORGANIZATIONS CAN IMPACT THE VITALITY AND
GROWTH OF OUR LOCAL COMMUNITY?

Yes

No

Unsure



M A R K  H E R N D O N

HOW DO YOU
PERCEIVE THE ROLE

OF NONPROFIT
ARTS AND CULTURE
ORGANIZATIONS IN

THE OVERALL
DEVELOPMENT AND

WELL-BEING OF
OUR LOCAL

COMMUNITY?
Extremely
Important

Somewhat
Important

Not Very
Important

Not Important

WHAT SOURCES OF ARTS FUNDING DO YOU THINK ARE
MOST CRITICAL?
I support a model that combines private investment with partnerships
among local artists to strengthen visibility, civic identity, and long‑term
artist retention. When we bring private funders, community
organizations, and working artists to the same table, we create public
spaces that reflect who we are — and we keep creative talent rooted here
at home. 
This approach not only beautifies our county, it builds pride, supports our
local creative economy, and ensures that artists can see a future for
themselves in our community.

SOME COMMUNITIES OFTEN LACK
ACCESS TO NONPROFIT ARTS AND
CULTURAL ORGANIZATIONS AND
PROGRAMS. HOW WOULD YOU
INCREASE OPPORTUNITIES TO ENSURE
THAT ALL MEMBERS OF OUR
COMMUNITY CAN ACCESS THE
BENEFITS OF ART EXPERIENCES?
A strong partnership between city and county
governments is often essential for addressing
service gaps, especially in areas where
responsibilities overlap. Neither level of
government typically has the full resources or
infrastructure to meet every need on its own,
particularly in fast‑growing or geographically
dispersed districts.
Improving community access frequently
involves coordinated planning around
transportation, land use, and public services. Expanding public transit to
outlying communities is one strategy many regions use to increase
access to jobs, education, healthcare, and civic participation. When
transportation networks are limited, residents in rural or suburban areas
can face significant barriers to opportunity.

ON A PERSONAL LEVEL, HOW HAVE THE ARTS IMPACTED
YOUR LIFE, AND HOW DO YOU THINK YOUR EXPERIENCES
SHAPE YOUR SUPPORT FOR THE NONPROFIT ARTS AND
CULTURE SECTOR IN YOUR ROLE AS AN ELECTED OFFICIAL?
I spent the first two decades of my life in South America, where some of
my most influential artistic experiences came from traveling
internationally with a theatrical production focused on AIDS prevention.
Growing up surrounded by live music, street art, and a culture that
embraced creative expression shaped my appreciation for the arts. That
constant exposure helped me understand how deeply art can influence
identity, connection, and community. 
Across history, artistic expression has often been a catalyst for strong,
thriving societies, reflecting both who people are and what they aspire to
become.



M A R K  H E R N D O N

WHAT ARE YOUR TOP PRIORITIES FOR STRENGTHENING
EDUCATIONAL OUTCOMES IN YOUR DISTRICT, AND WHAT
ROLE, IF ANY, SHOULD ARTS EDUCATION OR CREATIVE
LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES - FROM PRE-K THROUGH
COLLEGE - PLAY IN LOCAL EDUCATION POLICY?
Many children today have lost access to the creative experiences that
help shape healthy development. A child’s ability to imagine, create, and
express themselves is closely tied to how their mind grows and how they
learn to understand the world.
Improving community access frequently involves coordinated planning
around transportation, land use, and public services. Expanding public
transit to outlying communities is one strategy many regions use to
increase access to jobs, education, healthcare, and civic participation.
When transportation networks are limited, residents in rural or suburban
areas can face significant barriers to opportunity.

HOW WOULD YOU APPROACH CREATING A DEDICATED,
EQUITABLE SOURCE OF PUBLIC FUNDING FOR THE ARTS
THAT ALIGNS WITH THE SECTOR’S NEARLY $200 MILLION
ANNUAL ECONOMIC IMPACT AND EXPANDS ACCESS TO
HISTORICALLY UNDERSERVED COMMUNITIES?
A sustainable approach to public arts funding often involves
strengthening the systems that are already working while expanding
access to those who have historically been left out. Current public–
private grant programs have shown strong results, and they remain an
important foundation for supporting the arts sector. 
Building on that, introducing direct micro‑loans for artists can help
working creatives access capital, stabilize their careers, and remain part of
the local economy. Ensuring that business‑backed arts funding continues
to grow — while also evaluating where it falls short — can help align
investment with the sector’s significant economic impact. 
Together, these strategies can support a more equitable arts ecosystem
and broaden access across the community.

DO YOU BELIEVE CREATIVITY AND
COLLABORATION SKILLS FOSTERED BY ARTS
EDUCATION ARE VALUED BY EMPLOYERS IN
BUILDING A FUTURE-READY WORKFORCE?

Yes

No

Unsure
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H A M I L T O N  C O U N T Y
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WHAT ARE SOME OF YOUR
FAVORITE ARTS & CULTURAL
EVENTS, PROJECTS, OR
PROGRAMS THAT TAKE
PLACE IN YOUR DISTRICT?

Two organizations that are especially important to me are The Garden
House and Scramble Alley Park 2.0, where I serve on the boards of both.
The Garden House focuses on bringing people together, supporting 

M O N A  P E T R O
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P E T R OP E T R O
M O N AMONA

P E T R OPETRO
votemonapetro@gmail.com

WHAT SPECIFIC POLICIES OR
INITIATIVES HAVE YOU SUPPORTED, OR
ARE PLANNING TO SUPPORT, THAT
WOULD STRENGTHEN THE NONPROFIT
ARTS AND CULTURE SECTOR IN OUR
AREA?

should invest not only in infrastructure but also in the arts and cultural
programs that improve quality of life, strengthen communities, and
create opportunities for everyone to participate.

WHAT ARTS
ACTIVITIES HAVE
YOU ATTENDED,

PARTICIPATED IN,
OR SUPPORTED IN

THE LAST YEAR?
(SELECT ALL THAT

APPLY)
Music
Theatre
Visual Arts
Dance
Literary Arts
Other
None

I support expanding partnerships between arts
organizations, schools, libraries, parks, and
community centers. As our county grows, we 

underserved members of our community, and
creating connections across neighborhoods that
are often siloed. Scramble Alley Park 2.0
combines public space, history, and community
engagement in a way that strengthens local
pride and belonging. I also enjoy local festivals,
school performances, and community arts events
throughout District 1.

WHAT SOURCES OF ARTS FUNDING DO YOU THINK ARE
MOST CRITICAL?
A strong arts community requires a mix of public funding, private
donations, grants, and business partnerships. Public investment is
important because the benefits of arts and culture extend far beyond the
organizations themselves, supporting education, economic development,
tourism, and community well-being.

DO YOU BELIEVE THAT INCREASED FUNDING
FOR NONPROFIT ARTS AND CULTURE

ORGANIZATIONS CAN IMPACT THE VITALITY AND
GROWTH OF OUR LOCAL COMMUNITY?

Yes

No

Unsure



M O N A  P E T R O

HOW DO YOU
PERCEIVE THE ROLE

OF NONPROFIT
ARTS AND CULTURE
ORGANIZATIONS IN

THE OVERALL
DEVELOPMENT AND

WELL-BEING OF
OUR LOCAL

COMMUNITY?
Extremely
Important

Somewhat
Important

Not Very
Important

Not Important

SOME COMMUNITIES OFTEN LACK
ACCESS TO NONPROFIT ARTS AND
CULTURAL ORGANIZATIONS AND
PROGRAMS. HOW WOULD YOU
INCREASE OPPORTUNITIES TO ENSURE
THAT ALL MEMBERS OF OUR
COMMUNITY CAN ACCESS THE
BENEFITS OF ART EXPERIENCES?
Access should not depend on income, ZIP code,
or transportation. I would support bringing arts
programming into schools, libraries, parks,
senior centers, and community spaces,
particularly in underserved and rural areas. 
Everyone deserves the opportunity to
experience and participate in the arts.

ON A PERSONAL LEVEL, HOW HAVE THE ARTS IMPACTED
YOUR LIFE, AND HOW DO YOU THINK YOUR EXPERIENCES
SHAPE YOUR SUPPORT FOR THE NONPROFIT ARTS AND
CULTURE SECTOR IN YOUR ROLE AS AN ELECTED OFFICIAL?
The arts have enriched my life in countless ways. I regularly attend
performances by the Chattanooga Ballet and the Chattanooga Symphony
& Opera, and over the years I’ve had the opportunity to build relationships
with members of the leadership teams of both organizations, as well as
conductor Ilya Ram of the Chattanooga Symphony & Opera. 
One thing I’ve learned is that many people in District 1 simply aren’t
aware of how accessible these experiences can be. I frequently share
performances, events, and opportunities on social media to help raise
awareness and encourage participation. The arts should not be reserved
for a select few—they should be available and welcoming to everyone. 
As an elected official, I would support efforts that expand access to arts
and cultural opportunities because they enrich lives, strengthen
communities, foster creativity, and help bring people together across
different backgrounds and experiences.

DO YOU BELIEVE CREATIVITY AND
COLLABORATION SKILLS FOSTERED BY ARTS
EDUCATION ARE VALUED BY EMPLOYERS IN
BUILDING A FUTURE-READY WORKFORCE?

Yes

No

Unsure



M O N A  P E T R O

WHAT ARE YOUR TOP PRIORITIES FOR STRENGTHENING
EDUCATIONAL OUTCOMES IN YOUR DISTRICT, AND WHAT
ROLE, IF ANY, SHOULD ARTS EDUCATION OR CREATIVE
LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES - FROM PRE-K THROUGH
COLLEGE - PLAY IN LOCAL EDUCATION POLICY?
Strong public schools are one of my top priorities. While District 1 has a
strong tradition of supporting athletics, not every student is an athlete.
Many students find confidence, purpose, and belonging through music,
theater, visual arts, and other creative programs. Arts education should
be treated as an essential part of a well-rounded education, not an
afterthought. Every student deserves access to extracurricular
opportunities that reflect their talents and interests.

HOW WOULD YOU APPROACH CREATING A DEDICATED,
EQUITABLE SOURCE OF PUBLIC FUNDING FOR THE ARTS
THAT ALIGNS WITH THE SECTOR’S NEARLY $200 MILLION
ANNUAL ECONOMIC IMPACT AND EXPANDS ACCESS TO
HISTORICALLY UNDERSERVED COMMUNITIES?
The arts are an investment in both our economy and our quality of life. I
would support transparent and accountable public funding that expands
access to underserved communities, supports educational opportunities,
and encourages arts organizations to actively engage the public. 
I would encourage nonprofit and cultural organizations to bring the arts
directly to where people are—especially students. Exposure matters. When
young people have opportunities to attend performances, meet artists,
participate in workshops, and have meaningful conversations about
creative expression, it broadens their horizons and helps them imagine
new possibilities for themselves. 
Before moving to Chattanooga, I lived in Chicago, where the arts are
world-class. Unfortunately, many cultural opportunities there can feel out
of reach because of cost, transportation, or other barriers. I believe we
should strive for something different: making arts and cultural experiences
accessible to everyone, regardless of income or background. 
I would also welcome opportunities to serve on arts and cultural boards to
stay informed about community needs and help connect organizations
with the public they serve. If we introduce young people to the arts early,
we are investing not only in future audiences and supporters, but in future
citizens who understand creativity, value culture, and recognize the role
the arts can play in personal growth and community success.
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H A M I L T O N  C O U N T Y
D I S T R I C T  2  R A C ED I S T R I C T  2  R A C E

WHAT ARE SOME OF YOUR
FAVORITE ARTS & CULTURAL
EVENTS, PROJECTS, OR
PROGRAMS THAT TAKE
PLACE IN YOUR DISTRICT?

One thing I really appreciate about District 2 is that we have a mix of
both long-standing community traditions and growing arts and cultural
opportunities that help bring people together.

WHAT SPECIFIC POLICIES OR INITIATIVES HAVE YOU
SUPPORTED, OR ARE PLANNING TO SUPPORT, THAT WOULD
STRENGTHEN THE NONPROFIT ARTS AND CULTURE SECTOR
IN OUR AREA?
One thing I’d like to see strengthened in District 2 is greater connection
and collaboration between the different communities that make up our
district. Right now, there are wonderful arts, cultural, and community
events happening on Signal Mountain and surrounding mountain
communities, but I think there is also an opportunity to expand arts
access and investment in the lower parts of District 2, including areas
around Mountain Creek, Red Bank, and Hixson.
District 2 is geographically and economically diverse, and at times it can
feel like different parts operate somewhat independently from one
another. Arts and culture can serve as a bridge that brings people
together across community lines, backgrounds, and income levels. 

A M A N D A  S O V A G O - R O Y A L
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WHAT ARTS
ACTIVITIES HAVE
YOU ATTENDED,

PARTICIPATED IN,
OR SUPPORTED IN

THE LAST YEAR?
(SELECT ALL THAT

APPLY)
Music
Theatre
Visual Arts
Dance
Literary Arts
Other
None

Some active District 2 community organizations
and events include participation from the
Walden’s Ridge Civic League, The Mountain Opry
hosted by the Bachman Community Center, the
Mountain Arts Community Center, Signal
Mountain Playhouse productions, and beloved
local traditions like the 4th of July celebration
and Labor Day Barbecue at Althaus Park. 
Bordering District 2, the City of Red Bank also
hosts weekly Food Truck Friday events and arts-
focused gala events for senior residents that
help create additional opportunities for
community connection and local engagement. 
As District 2 continues to grow, I’d love to see
continued support for arts, music, culture, and
public gathering spaces because those things
help create healthier, more connected
communities.



A M A N D A  S O V A G O - R O Y A L

Moving forward, I would support initiatives that encourage stronger
partnerships between nonprofits, schools, community centers, local
artists, and municipalities throughout the entire district, not just in one
concentrated area. I’d especially love to see more rotating arts events,
music programs, cultural festivals, public art projects, and family-friendly
community programming hosted throughout all areas of District 2 so
more residents feel included and represented.

I think a healthy arts community requires a mix
of public funding, private partnerships, grants,
nonprofit support, and local business investment
working together, not just relying on one source
alone. 
One area I think local government could improve
is creating more consistent opportunities for
local artists, creatives, and arts-related small
businesses to partner with the county and
municipalities on an ongoing basis, rather than
primarily through occasional one-time projects
or event-based work. 
Whether that looks like rotating public art
programs, recurring contracts for local designers
and artists, community mural initiatives, cultural
programming partnerships, or arts integration
into public spaces and events, I believe there’s
room to build stronger long-term relationships. 
I also think arts funding should be viewed not simply as an expense, but
as an investment in quality of life, tourism, small business growth,
education, and community identity. Strong arts communities often help
attract residents, visitors, and economic activity, while also creating
more opportunities for young people and local entrepreneurs.

WHAT SOURCES OF ARTS FUNDING DO YOU THINK ARE
MOST CRITICAL?

HOW DO YOU
PERCEIVE THE ROLE

OF NONPROFIT
ARTS AND CULTURE
ORGANIZATIONS IN

THE OVERALL
DEVELOPMENT AND

WELL-BEING OF
OUR LOCAL

COMMUNITY?
Extremely
Important

Somewhat
Important

Not Very
Important

Not Important

SOME COMMUNITIES OFTEN LACK ACCESS TO NONPROFIT
ARTS AND CULTURAL ORGANIZATIONS AND PROGRAMS.
HOW WOULD YOU INCREASE OPPORTUNITIES TO ENSURE
THAT ALL MEMBERS OF OUR COMMUNITY CAN ACCESS THE
BENEFITS OF ART EXPERIENCES?
I think the first step is being honest with ourselves about where we’ve
historically placed our priorities and funding. In many communities,
including here locally, we have often invested far more heavily in physical
sports programs than we have in arts-related opportunities for young
people. Athletics absolutely matter and deserve support, but many school
arts programs, theater departments, music programs, and creative clubs
are still forced to rely heavily on community fundraising, donations, or
volunteer support just to survive.
To me, that unintentionally sends a message to some young people that
their creative interests are less valued or less important. I don’t believe



A M A N D A  S O V A G O - R O Y A L

that should be the case. The arts can build confidence, discipline,
communication skills, creativity, and even career opportunities. 
I’d like to see more equitable investment in arts access for youth,
especially through stronger partnerships between schools, nonprofits,
local artists, businesses, and community organizations. That could include
expanded after-school arts programming, rotating workshops, student art
showcases, music and theater opportunities, and mentorship programs
that make the arts more accessible regardless of income level or zip code. 
For adults and families, I’d also love to explore creating more recurring
opportunities for local artists and creative entrepreneurs to showcase and
sell their work. That could look like regular themed art markets,
neighborhood creative festivals, rotating vendor events, pop-up galleries,
or eventually even smaller community gallery spaces featuring rotating
local artists if financially sustainable. 

ON A PERSONAL LEVEL, HOW HAVE THE ARTS IMPACTED
YOUR LIFE, AND HOW DO YOU THINK YOUR EXPERIENCES
SHAPE YOUR SUPPORT FOR THE NONPROFIT ARTS AND
CULTURE SECTOR IN YOUR ROLE AS AN ELECTED OFFICIAL?
The arts have had a major impact on my life both personally and
professionally. Today, I work as a graphic designer and social media/
branding consultant, helping businesses and organizations communicate
through visual storytelling, content creation, and branding. Creativity has
played a huge role in my professional journey.
I also understand some of the barriers artists face. In my late teens, I was
accepted for fashion design, but financially I wasn’t able to attend at the
time. That experience gave me firsthand understanding of how talent and
passion alone are not always enough when access and affordability
become barriers. 
Today, I see the importance of arts access through my daughter as well,
who is incredibly artistic and dreams of working in animation one day.
Her father is a graduate of with a degree in animation, so creativity has
always been a meaningful part of our family. 
Those experiences shape how I view the arts and culture sector. I believe
the arts are deeply connected to education, economic opportunity,
community identity, and personal expression.

DO YOU BELIEVE THAT
INCREASED FUNDING FOR

NONPROFIT ARTS AND CULTURE
ORGANIZATIONS CAN IMPACT

THE VITALITY AND GROWTH OF
OUR LOCAL COMMUNITY?

Yes

No

Unsure

DO YOU BELIEVE CREATIVITY
AND COLLABORATION SKILLS

FOSTERED BY ARTS EDUCATION
ARE VALUED BY EMPLOYERS IN

BUILDING A FUTURE-READY
WORKFORCE?

Yes

No

Unsure



A M A N D A  S O V A G O - R O Y A L

WHAT ARE YOUR TOP PRIORITIES FOR STRENGTHENING
EDUCATIONAL OUTCOMES IN YOUR DISTRICT, AND WHAT
ROLE, IF ANY, SHOULD ARTS EDUCATION OR CREATIVE
LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES - FROM PRE-K THROUGH
COLLEGE - PLAY IN LOCAL EDUCATION POLICY?
One of my top priorities is making sure all students (regardless of zip
code or income level) have access to safe, well-supported schools, strong
teachers, mental health resources, and opportunities that prepare them
for long-term success. I also believe we need to continue addressing
issues like overcrowding and teacher retention throughout the district. 
I believe arts education should absolutely play a role in local education
policy. Creative programs help students build confidence, communication
skills, discipline, collaboration, and problem-solving abilities, and for
many young people, the arts become the outlet that helps them discover
their passion or future career path. 
From where I’m sitting as a regular citizen, I do not believe the creativity
and collaboration skills fostered through arts education are currently
valued or invested in at the same level as more traditional extracurricular
interests like physical sports. However, I believe that could change if we
had elected officials and community leaders just as committed to
supporting the arts as we are athletics and other longstanding programs.

HOW WOULD YOU APPROACH CREATING A DEDICATED,
EQUITABLE SOURCE OF PUBLIC FUNDING FOR THE ARTS
THAT ALIGNS WITH THE SECTOR’S NEARLY $200 MILLION
ANNUAL ECONOMIC IMPACT AND EXPANDS ACCESS TO
HISTORICALLY UNDERSERVED COMMUNITIES?
I think the first step is recognizing that the arts are not simply
entertainment, they are also an economic driver, a workforce pipeline, a
tourism asset, and an important part of community identity and quality of
life. If the arts sector is contributing nearly $200 million annually to our
local economy, then I believe it deserves thoughtful, long-term investment
and planning. 
At the same time, I think any public funding approach should prioritize
transparency, accountability, and equitable access. I would want to see
funding models that not only support larger established organizations, but
also create opportunities for smaller nonprofits, local artists, community
programs, underserved neighborhoods, and schools that may not
traditionally receive the same level of support or visibility. 
I’d also like to explore stronger public-private partnerships, recurring
community grant opportunities, and collaborations between government,
businesses, schools, and nonprofit organizations to help create more
sustainable arts programming throughout the entire community. 
Most importantly, I think access matters. Arts opportunities, funding, and
programming should not feel concentrated in only a few areas or available
only to certain income levels. I would want to support efforts that help
expand arts access and creative opportunities to more families and
communities across the district.
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H A M I L T O N  C O U N T Y
D I S T R I C T  5  R A C ED I S T R I C T  5  R A C E

K A T H E R L Y N  G E T E R

WHAT ARE SOME OF YOUR
FAVORITE ARTS & CULTURAL
EVENTS, PROJECTS, OR
PROGRAMS THAT TAKE
PLACE IN YOUR DISTRICT?

My favorite arts and cultural experiences in D5 happen in our schools.
When I see students performing in school concerts, participating in
theater productions, creating visual art, or expressing themselves

WHAT SPECIFIC POLICIES OR
INITIATIVES HAVE YOU SUPPORTED,
OR ARE PLANNING TO SUPPORT,
THAT WOULD STRENGTHEN THE
NONPROFIT ARTS AND CULTURE
SECTOR IN OUR AREA?
My life's work has been in nonprofit sector, so I
see firsthand the value and impact our local
nonprofits create - including arts and culture

K A T H E R L Y NK A T H E R L Y N
G E T E RG E T E R

K A T H E R L Y NKATHERLYN

G E T E RGETER
geterdistrict5@gmail.com

WHAT ARTS
ACTIVITIES HAVE
YOU ATTENDED,

PARTICIPATED IN,
OR SUPPORTED IN

THE LAST YEAR?
(SELECT ALL THAT

APPLY)
Music
Theatre
Visual Arts
Dance
Literary Arts
Other
None

through music and dance - that's where I see the
transformative power of arts and culture. Our D5
students are incredibly talented, and when given
opportunities and resources, they SHINE! School
arts programs aren't just extracurriculars - they
are essential to developing creativity, confidence,
and critical thinking. Supporting our students
artistic expression is supporting their whole
development. 

organizations. As Commissioner, I'm committed to: Adequate funding in
county's budget for arts and culture such ArtsBuild, Bessie Smith Cultural
Center and our schools; partnerships between county government and
local arts nonprofits to expand programming and reach; supporting the
use of county facilities and spaces for different art programming and
performances; advocating for arts education funding in all our schools
ensuring students have access to quality arts instruction; economic
development strategies that recognize artists and arts organizations as
vital parts o our local economy and community fabric. Arts nonprofits
deserve the same intentional support we give to other sectors. 

The most critical arts funding sources are those that support local artists
directly - especially with the basic needs and resources that often go
unmet. Our local artists frequently work without healthcare coverage,
stable income, affordable studio/performance space, access to materials
and equipment, professional development opportunities. I support
Individual artist grants and fellowships that provide direct financial
support; emergency relief funds for artists facing hardships; healthcare

WHAT SOURCES OF ARTS FUNDING DO YOU THINK ARE
MOST CRITICAL?



K A T H E R L Y N  G E T E R

HOW DO YOU
PERCEIVE THE ROLE

OF NONPROFIT
ARTS AND CULTURE
ORGANIZATIONS IN

THE OVERALL
DEVELOPMENT AND

WELL-BEING OF
OUR LOCAL

COMMUNITY?
Extremely
Important

Somewhat
Important

Not Very
Important

Not Important

SOME COMMUNITIES OFTEN LACK
ACCESS TO NONPROFIT ARTS AND
CULTURAL ORGANIZATIONS AND
PROGRAMS. HOW WOULD YOU
INCREASE OPPORTUNITIES TO ENSURE
THAT ALL MEMBERS OF OUR
COMMUNITY CAN ACCESS THE
BENEFITS OF ART EXPERIENCES?

address include - costs, transporation, location, cultural relevance, and
information so residents in D5 know what;s available and how to
participate. I believe in meeting people where they are; During my 1st
term and this campaign, I show up in neighborhoods, churches, and
community centers - everywhere D5 gathers. The same principle applies
to arts access. We need to support arts programming in D5 schools and
community spaces; partnerships with neighborhood associations to bring
performances and workshops locally, support for D5 based artists creating
work in their own communities; and intentional outreach to seniors,
youth, and underserved populations. Access isn't just about availability;
it's about walking alongside individuals to ensure they can actually
participate and benefit. That requires intentional, sustained effort. 

access specifically for artist and gig workers;
public art commissions that compensate artist
fairly for their work. Artists are workers! They
deserve living wages, healthcare, and the basic
security that allows them to create. Funding that
addresses these fundamental needs is what
sustains a thriving local arts community. 

DO YOU BELIEVE THAT
INCREASED FUNDING FOR

NONPROFIT ARTS AND CULTURE
ORGANIZATIONS CAN IMPACT

THE VITALITY AND GROWTH OF
OUR LOCAL COMMUNITY?

Yes

No

Unsure

DO YOU BELIEVE CREATIVITY
AND COLLABORATION SKILLS

FOSTERED BY ARTS EDUCATION
ARE VALUED BY EMPLOYERS IN

BUILDING A FUTURE-READY
WORKFORCE?

Yes

No

Unsure

ON A PERSONAL LEVEL, HOW HAVE THE ARTS IMPACTED
YOUR LIFE, AND HOW DO YOU THINK YOUR EXPERIENCES
SHAPE YOUR SUPPORT FOR THE NONPROFIT ARTS AND
CULTURE SECTOR IN YOUR ROLE AS AN ELECTED OFFICIAL?

For me, access is about removing barriers and
bringing arts experiences to the people - not
waiting for people to come to us. Barriers to

My partner, who passed away in 2023, was a gifted musician. I witnessed
the constant grind of gig work with no stability or benefits; the sacrifice
of choosing art over financial security; the physical and emotional toll of
performing while struggling to make ends meet; the lack of healthcare,



retirement planning, or basic worker protections, the isolations that
comes when society treats art as a luxury rather than essential work. But I
also witnessed the joy he brought to people through his music; the
community he built through shared creativity; the healing power of
artistic expression, and the cultural preservation and storytelling that
happens through art. This experience shapes how I'll serve as
Commissioner. I will never forget that artists are workers who deserve
dignity, fair compensation, and basic security. I will advocate for policies
that treat arts and culture not as "nice to - have” but as essential to
community health, economic vitality and quality of life. The nonprofit arts
and culture sector doesn't just entertain - it heals, educates, preserves
history, builds community, and gives voice to those often unheard.
Supporting this sector isn't charity; it’s investing in what makes us human. 

K A T H E R L Y N  G E T E R

WHAT ARE YOUR TOP PRIORITIES FOR STRENGTHENING
EDUCATIONAL OUTCOMES IN YOUR DISTRICT, AND WHAT
ROLE, IF ANY, SHOULD ARTS EDUCATION OR CREATIVE
LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES - FROM PRE-K THROUGH
COLLEGE - PLAY IN LOCAL EDUCATION POLICY?
My top priorities for strengthening educational outcomes in D5 are
sustainable adequate school funding that supports competitive teacher
pay, resources that reach classrooms, and long-term planning (not year to
year scrambling); early childhood education -I'm a strong advocate and
supporter of Chattanooga 2.0 and the Early Matters Network, which focus
on high-quality early learning. Brain development in the 1st five years sets
the foundation for everything that follows; teacher recruitment and
retention - when teachers can't afford to live in the community they serve,
we lose talent. Housing affordability is an education issue; whole child
approaches that recognize students need more than academics - they
need social, emotional support, mental health services, and opportunities
to develop their unique gifts. The role of arts education isn't an "extra" -
it's essential to strenghtening educational outcomes. Arts education from
pre-k to college is integrated throughout the cirriculum, not siloed. Early
arts experience such as Creative Art discovery help to develop fine motor
skills, language, creativity, and confidence. Working with local experts is
key for me. Organizations like ArtsBuild, Chatt 2.0 and local arts educators
know what works.

HOW WOULD YOU APPROACH CREATING A DEDICATED,
EQUITABLE SOURCE OF PUBLIC FUNDING FOR THE ARTS
THAT ALIGNS WITH THE SECTOR’S NEARLY $200 MILLION
ANNUAL ECONOMIC IMPACT AND EXPANDS ACCESS TO
HISTORICALLY UNDERSERVED COMMUNITIES?
First, let's acknowledge what that $200M economic impact represents. The
arts aren't just "nice to have" - they are major economic drivers generating
jobs, attracting tourism, supporting local businesses, and contributing
significantly to our tax base. Yet public funding often doesn't reflect this
reality. My approach to creating dedicated equitable arts funding is being
intentional in allocating county dollars for our local arts and culture, one-
time funds but true sustainable funding. This will require political will and
coaliton-building. 
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H A M I L T O N  C O U N T Y
D I S T R I C T  6  R A C ED I S T R I C T  6  R A C E

WHAT ARE SOME OF YOUR
FAVORITE ARTS & CULTURAL
EVENTS, PROJECTS, OR
PROGRAMS THAT TAKE
PLACE IN YOUR DISTRICT?

WHAT SPECIFIC POLICIES OR INITIATIVES HAVE YOU
SUPPORTED, OR ARE PLANNING TO SUPPORT, THAT
WOULD STRENGTHEN THE NONPROFIT ARTS AND CULTURE
SECTOR IN OUR AREA?

D A V I D  S H A R P E

D A V I DD A V I D
S H A R P ES H A R P E
D A V I DDAV ID

S H A R P ESHARPE
sharpedistrict6@gmail.com

WHAT ARTS
ACTIVITIES HAVE
YOU ATTENDED,

PARTICIPATED IN,
OR SUPPORTED IN

THE LAST YEAR?
(SELECT ALL THAT

APPLY)
Music
Theatre
Visual Arts
Dance
Literary Arts
Other
None

One of my favorite arts events in Chattanooga
is the 4 Bridges Arts Festival. I may be a little
biased because in my previous career, I
volunteered a great deal of my time providing
fresh draft beer ata variety of local arts events.
Through those experiences, I came to
appreciate the incredible sense of community
that the festival brings. For me, 4 Bridges has
always marked the beginning of Chattanooga's
event season, showcasing the city's vibrant
arts community.
One of the things I appreciate most about
District 6 is the opportunity to experience the
arts through the incredible talent of our young
people. The Center for Creative Arts at
Chattanooga High School is a cornerstone of
our community, where students excel in music,
theater, dance, visual arts, and creative
writing. Their performances and exhibitions
remind us that investing in the arts is also an
investment in the next generation.

I was proud to support Hamilton County's $5 million investment in The
Tivoli Center because I believe arts and cultural institutions are vital to
our community's quality of life and economic vitality. Investments like
this help preserve important community assets, expand access to the
arts, support local artists and organizations, and attract visitors and
economic activity to our region. Going forward, I will continue to support
thoughtful investments and partnerships that strengthen our nonprofit
arts and culture sector and ensure it remains accessible and vibrant for
future generations.

DO YOU BELIEVE THAT INCREASED FUNDING
FOR NONPROFIT ARTS AND CULTURE

ORGANIZATIONS CAN IMPACT THE VITALITY AND
GROWTH OF OUR LOCAL COMMUNITY?

Yes

No

Unsure



D A V I D  S H A R P E

HOW DO YOU
PERCEIVE THE ROLE

OF NONPROFIT
ARTS AND CULTURE
ORGANIZATIONS IN

THE OVERALL
DEVELOPMENT AND

WELL-BEING OF
OUR LOCAL

COMMUNITY?
Extremely
Important

Somewhat
Important

Not Very
Important

Not Important
SOME COMMUNITIES OFTEN LACK 
ACCESS TO NONPROFIT ARTS AND 
CULTURAL ORGANIZATIONS AND 
PROGRAMS. HOW WOULD YOU INCREASE OPPORTUNITIES
TO ENSURE THAT ALL MEMBERS OF OUR COMMUNITY CAN
ACCESS THE BENEFITS OF ART EXPERIENCES?
One of the county's most important responsibilities is supporting public
education, and I believe arts education should be a core part of every
student's experience in Hamilton County Schools. Ensuring that all
students have consistent access to arts education fosters creativity,
critical thinking, and self-expression while exposing them to opportunities
they might not otherwise have. 
Beyond the classroom, I support partnerships between schools, nonprofit
arts organizations, and community groups that expand access to
performances, exhibits, and cultural programs throughout Hamilton
County so that every resident can experience the benefits of the arts.

WHAT SOURCES OF ARTS FUNDING DO
YOU THINK ARE MOST CRITICAL?
Arts funding is most effective when it comes
from a diverse mix of public, private,
philanthropic, and community sources. At the
local level, I believe occupancy tax revenue is an
excellent funding source because visitors who
benefit from our community's cultural amenities
help support the arts that make our region an
attractive destination. Leveraging occupancy tax
dollars, alongside private donations and grants,
can provide stable, sustainable funding that
strengthens our nonprofit arts organizations and
enhances the quality of life for residents and
visitors alike.

ON A PERSONAL LEVEL, HOW HAVE THE ARTS IMPACTED
YOUR LIFE, AND HOW DO YOU THINK YOUR EXPERIENCES
SHAPE YOUR SUPPORT FOR THE NONPROFIT ARTS AND
CULTURE SECTOR IN YOUR ROLE AS AN ELECTED OFFICIAL?
The arts have had a very personal impact on my life. As a young person
struggling with anxiety, I found that spending time at the pottery wheel
provided a sense of calm, focus, and purpose. That experience has
shaped my belief that the arts are far more than entertainment. They are
an essential part of individual well-being and community health. In
today's world, where young people face increasing social and emotional
pressures, we should make every effort to provide safe, creative spaces
where self-expression is encouraged. 
As an elected official, I believe local government has an important role in
supporting partnerships and investments that expand access to those
opportunities for residents of all ages.



D A V I D  S H A R P E

WHAT ARE YOUR TOP PRIORITIES FOR STRENGTHENING
EDUCATIONAL OUTCOMES IN YOUR DISTRICT, AND WHAT
ROLE, IF ANY, SHOULD ARTS EDUCATION OR CREATIVE
LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES - FROM PRE-K THROUGH
COLLEGE - PLAY IN LOCAL EDUCATION POLICY?
My top priorities for strengthening educational outcomes are ensuring
competitive teacher compensation, providing safe and well-maintained
schools, and equipping classrooms with the resources educators and
students need to succeed. Great teachers and supportive learning
environments are the foundation of a strong education system. Arts
education should be an essential part of that foundation. I believe every
elementary school student should have access to art classes every week,
giving them opportunities to develop creativity, confidence, and critical
thinking from an early age. At the high school level, I support requiring at
least one year of arts education, so every student graduates with
meaningful exposure to the arts. Creative learning not only enriches
academic achievement but also prepares students with problem-solving,
communication, and collaboration skills that benefit them throughout
their lives.

HOW WOULD YOU APPROACH CREATING A DEDICATED,
EQUITABLE SOURCE OF PUBLIC FUNDING FOR THE ARTS
THAT ALIGNS WITH THE SECTOR’S NEARLY $200 MILLION
ANNUAL ECONOMIC IMPACT AND EXPANDS ACCESS TO
HISTORICALLY UNDERSERVED COMMUNITIES?
Hamilton County has many important responsibilities, and with our
limited revenue, the highest priority should remain providing a strong K–
12 public education system. Arts education should be an integral part of
that investment, ensuring every student has access to creative learning
opportunities regardless of their background or where they live. 
Beyond funding public education, I believe a dedicated portion of
occupancy tax revenue is an appropriate and sustainable source of
support for the arts. Because visitors benefit from the cultural amenities
that make our community an attractive destination, it's reasonable that a
portion of tourism-generated revenue be reinvested into the nonprofit
arts sector. Those investments should be made transparently and
equitably, with an emphasis on expanding access to arts programs in
historically underserved communities while recognizing the arts'
significant contributions to Hamilton County's economy, quality of life,
and community identity.

DO YOU BELIEVE CREATIVITY AND
COLLABORATION SKILLS FOSTERED BY ARTS
EDUCATION ARE VALUED BY EMPLOYERS IN
BUILDING A FUTURE-READY WORKFORCE?

Yes

No

Unsure



H A M I L T O N  C O U N T Y
D I S T R I C T  6  R A C ED I S T R I C T  6  R A C E

WHAT ARE SOME OF YOUR
FAVORITE ARTS & CULTURAL
EVENTS, PROJECTS, OR
PROGRAMS THAT TAKE
PLACE IN YOUR DISTRICT?

Some of my favorite arts and cultural events, projects, and programs in
and around District 6 are the ones that bring people together in public
spaces and make the arts more accessible to residents.

WHAT SPECIFIC POLICIES OR INITIATIVES HAVE YOU
SUPPORTED, OR ARE PLANNING TO SUPPORT, THAT
WOULD STRENGTHEN THE NONPROFIT ARTS AND CULTURE
SECTOR IN OUR AREA?

J U S T I N  P I N K E R T O N

J U S T I NJ U S T I N
P I N K E R T O NP I N K E R T O N

J U S T I NJUST IN

P I N K E R T O NP INKERTON
justin@pinkertonfordistrict6.com

WHAT ARTS
ACTIVITIES HAVE
YOU ATTENDED,

PARTICIPATED IN,
OR SUPPORTED IN

THE LAST YEAR?
(SELECT ALL THAT

APPLY)
Music
Theatre
Visual Arts
Dance
Literary Arts
Other
None

In Red Bank, I appreciate the work being done
through the Public Art Citizens’ Advisory Board,
whose mission is to support public art projects,
programs, and events that enrich the community
and strengthen the city’s cultural landscape. I 
also value opportunities that use the Red Bank
Community Center and Joseph Glasscock
Community Center, including arts-related
programming for older adults and community
events that make creative experiences more local
and accessible. I enjoy driving down Dayton Blvd
and seeing the small paint projects. It adds to the
beauty of our community.
In North Chattanooga and NorthShore, Coolidge
Park, the Walnut Street Bridge, and surrounding
public spaces are important cultural gathering
places. Events like the Walnut Street Bridge
Festival help connect residents, local artists,
vendors, families, and small businesses in a

Arts and culture contribute to Hamilton County's economy, tourism
industry, workforce development, and quality of life. As a County
Commissioner, I will support transparent and accountable investments
that create measurable community benefits. I would encourage
partnerships between nonprofit arts orgs, schools, local businesses, and
community groups to expand access to arts education, strengthen
neighborhood engagement, support economic development, and enhance
Hamilton County as a place where families, businesses, and creative talent
thrive.

setting that reflects the character of our community. My children love to
do "the waltz" footsteps that are on the sidewalk Frazier Ave. Movie in the
Park at Coolidge Park is fun as well. I also believe countywide programs
like ArtsBuild’s arts education and grant-making work matter to District 6
because they help connect schools, nonprofits, artists, and neighborhoods
to more creative opportunities. Their focus on “more arts, in more places,
for more people” aligns with how I believe arts access should work.



J U S T I N  P I N K E R T O N

HOW DO YOU
PERCEIVE THE ROLE

OF NONPROFIT
ARTS AND CULTURE
ORGANIZATIONS IN

THE OVERALL
DEVELOPMENT AND

WELL-BEING OF
OUR LOCAL

COMMUNITY?
Extremely
Important

Somewhat
Important

Not Very
Important

Not Important

SOME COMMUNITIES OFTEN LACK ACCESS TO NONPROFIT
ARTS AND CULTURAL ORGANIZATIONS AND PROGRAMS.
HOW WOULD YOU INCREASE OPPORTUNITIES TO ENSURE
THAT ALL MEMBERS OF OUR COMMUNITY CAN ACCESS THE
BENEFITS OF ART EXPERIENCES?
I believe every resident should have access to arts and cultural
opportunities regardless of their zip code, income level, or stage of
life.One of the most practical ways to expand access is by strengthening
partnerships between nonprofit arts organizations, local schools, libraries,
community centers, and other public spaces that already exist throughout
Hamilton County. These facilities are trusted, accessible, and often serve
as natural hubs for families, seniors, and young people. 
As a County Commissioner, my focus would be on improving accessibility,
encouraging collaboration, and ensuring that arts and cultural
investments reach residents throughout Hamilton County. Arts and
culture should not be viewed as amenities available only to a few
communities. No, they should be opportunities that help strengthen
connections, enrich lives, and enhance the quality of life for residents
across our county. Speaking from personal experience, it has done a lot
for me and I'm sure it will for others as well. 

WHAT SOURCES OF ARTS FUNDING DO
YOU THINK ARE MOST CRITICAL?
I believe the strongest arts organizations are
supported through a diverse mix of funding
sources rather than relying heavily on any single
source. Private donations, corporate
sponsorships, foundation grants, earned
revenue, tourism-related investments, and
strategic public funding all have a role to play. I
believe all these entitles play a vital role in
ensuring the arts are well funded. 
When public dollars are involved, I do believe
funding decisions should be transparent,
accountable, and tied to measurable community
outcomes. Residents deserve to understand how
investments support economic development,
tourism, education, workforce development, and
quality of life.

I am particularly interested in funding approaches that encourage
collaboration between arts organizations, schools, local businesses,
community groups, and tourism partners. These partnerships can help
expand access to arts and cultural opportunities while reducing
dependence on anyone funding stream. Art benefits us all and adds to our
quality of life. 
As a County Commissioner, my priority would be ensuring that any public
investment in the arts demonstrates clear value to residents, strengthens
our communities, and contributes to Hamilton County's long-term
economic and cultural vitality.



J U S T I N  P I N K E R T O N

ON A PERSONAL LEVEL, HOW HAVE THE ARTS IMPACTED
YOUR LIFE, AND HOW DO YOU THINK YOUR EXPERIENCES
SHAPE YOUR SUPPORT FOR THE NONPROFIT ARTS AND
CULTURE SECTOR IN YOUR ROLE AS AN ELECTED OFFICIAL?
The arts have had a meaningful impact on my life. For me, art was not just
an activity; it was a place of expression, discipline, imagination, and hope.
I grew up drawing throughout my childhood. It started in second grade,
when my teacher, Mrs. Coleman, encouraged my interest in drawing. That
encouragement mattered. It helped me believe I had something valuable
inside of me, even at a young age. Drawing became an escape for me.
There were things outside of myself that I could not control, but I could
control what happened on that page. In that sense, art was therapeutic. It
gave me focus, confidence, and a way to process the world around me. I
still draw some today, although I now spend more time writing. Every now
and then, when I do draw, my children are amazed because it is a skill that
dad does not show very often. But I am still pretty good at it.
Growing up drawing and studying art shapes how I view the nonprofit arts
and culture sector. I know firsthand that the arts can reach a child in ways
that traditional instruction may not. I used to check out "how to draw"
books out of the school library. Art can build confidence, create discipline,
strengthen imagination, and help someone feel seen. It can also open
doors to learning, career interests, and community connection.
As an elected official, I would support the arts not only because they
contribute to our economy and quality of life, but because they create
access to opportunity. My experience reminds me that a single teacher, a
simple drawing, or one creative outlet can make a lasting difference in a
young person’s life. That is why I believe nonprofit arts and cultural
organizations should be part of how we strengthen education, community
engagement, workforce development, and access for underserved
communities across Hamilton County. 

DO YOU BELIEVE THAT
INCREASED FUNDING FOR

NONPROFIT ARTS AND CULTURE
ORGANIZATIONS CAN IMPACT

THE VITALITY AND GROWTH OF
OUR LOCAL COMMUNITY?

Yes

No

Unsure

DO YOU BELIEVE CREATIVITY
AND COLLABORATION SKILLS

FOSTERED BY ARTS EDUCATION
ARE VALUED BY EMPLOYERS IN

BUILDING A FUTURE-READY
WORKFORCE?

Yes

No

Unsure

WHAT ARE YOUR TOP PRIORITIES FOR STRENGTHENING
EDUCATIONAL OUTCOMES IN YOUR DISTRICT, AND WHAT
ROLE, IF ANY, SHOULD ARTS EDUCATION OR CREATIVE
LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES - FROM PRE-K THROUGH
COLLEGE - PLAY IN LOCAL EDUCATION POLICY?
One top priority is strengthening educational outcomes by ensuring our
schools have the resources, facilities, and community partnerships
necessary to help every student succeed. As a County Commissioner, I
recognize that education is a shared responsibility, and I would work
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collaboratively with the District 6 School Board representative, school
administrators, educators, parents, and community partners to better
understand challenges and identify opportunities for improvement. 
I believe one of the most important lessons we can learn about education
is that not all students learn the same way. While traditional classroom
instruction works well for many students, others thrive through hands-on
experiences, creative learning opportunities, visual arts, music, technical
education, and other forms of engagement that connect learning to their
individual strengths. 
As a child, I struggled in school at times, but my second-grade teacher
recognized my interest in drawing and encouraged me to develop that
talent. Her encouragement gave me confidence, hope, and a reason to stay
engaged in the learning process. She helped me understand that success
could come in different forms and that my abilities had value. Because of
that experience, I believe arts education and creative learning
opportunities play an important role in a well-rounded educational system.
They are not simply extracurricular activities; they can be powerful tools
that help students build confidence, improve engagement, develop critical
thinking skills, and discover pathways to future success. 
From pre-K through college, I support educational environments that
recognize different learning styles and provide students with multiple
opportunities to learn, create, and grow.

HOW WOULD YOU APPROACH CREATING A DEDICATED,
EQUITABLE SOURCE OF PUBLIC FUNDING FOR THE ARTS
THAT ALIGNS WITH THE SECTOR’S NEARLY $200 MILLION
ANNUAL ECONOMIC IMPACT AND EXPANDS ACCESS TO
HISTORICALLY UNDERSERVED COMMUNITIES?
I would approach this with three priorities: sustainability, equity, and
accountability. If the arts and culture sector has a nearly $200 million
annual economic impact, then it should be treated as part of our local
economic development, workforce, tourism, and quality-of-life strategy.
There needs to be a plan. A long-term plan because the arts are very
important to quality of life. 
I would want to review existing funding streams, pursue public-private
partnerships, and explore tourism-related revenue, grants, philanthropic
support, and economic development resources before placing additional
pressure on working families and homeowners.
Equity must be central to the conversation. I come from an underserved
community, so I understand that access is not just a talking point. It can
determine whether a child feels seen, encouraged, and connected to
opportunity. A strong funding model should help bring arts programming
into schools, community centers, libraries, and neighborhood spaces
where residents already gather. 
I would also support clear transparency and measurable outcomes, so
residents know where public dollars go, which communities are served,
and how these investments strengthen education, tourism, workforce
development, small businesses, and quality of life. 
My goal would be to build a responsible, equitable, and sustainable
funding strategy that strengthens the arts while ensuring historically
underserved communities share in the benefits.
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WHAT ARE SOME OF YOUR
FAVORITE ARTS & CULTURAL
EVENTS, PROJECTS, OR
PROGRAMS THAT TAKE
PLACE IN YOUR DISTRICT?

I have been an active dancer at Massari-Wood for the past four years, I
take the adult ballet and jazz classes there. This has been a wonderful
creative outlet for me which also puts me in rooms with other dancers
who are there for passion and friendship. We have all ages and body
types in the room. I was also in Fiddler on the Roof by the East Brainerd
Theater Company last year - EBCT is a non-profit that uses theater to
raise funds for local charities. (We also went caroling at Christmas to
some care facilities in Chattanooga.) 

WHAT SPECIFIC POLICIES OR
INITIATIVES HAVE YOU SUPPORTED,
OR ARE PLANNING TO SUPPORT, THAT
WOULD STRENGTHEN THE NONPROFIT
ARTS AND CULTURE SECTOR IN OUR
AREA?
I am on the board for Chattanooga Girls Rock
which is a non-profit the seeks to help educate
kids about learning, playing, writing, and
performing music. I would absolutely support
increasing non-profits like that one. I would also
seek to work with organizations providing arts
to schools, not just for students but for parents
as well. I also would like to see increased
support to the East Brainerd Theater Company
who put on several performances a year on
often a small budget. 

WHAT ARTS
ACTIVITIES HAVE
YOU ATTENDED,

PARTICIPATED IN,
OR SUPPORTED IN

THE LAST YEAR?
(SELECT ALL THAT

APPLY)
Music
Theatre
Visual Arts
Dance
Literary Arts
Other
None

WHAT SOURCES OF ARTS FUNDING DO YOU THINK ARE
MOST CRITICAL?
As any good financial advisor will tell you, diversify. I don't think there is
one specific that is most critical instead I think pulling from as many
different options as possible would be the best course, some coming
from the county, but others from grants, donations, and ticket sales.

L A U R A  B E R T R A N D

DO YOU BELIEVE THAT INCREASED FUNDING
FOR NONPROFIT ARTS AND CULTURE

ORGANIZATIONS CAN IMPACT THE VITALITY AND
GROWTH OF OUR LOCAL COMMUNITY?

Yes

No

Unsure
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I would love to see increase scholarship
opportunities based more on passion and hard
work than innate talent. This would enable
children from different backgrounds an
opportunity to learn if they love something
without needing to be good at it immediately. I
think reaching out to the non-profits themselves
and finding spaces for them in the communities
that most need them would be the next step. The
county can assist this by utilizing community
centers and parks to reach people in their areas. I
also agree that we need children to see people
who look like them doing different things so that
they can know the endless possibilities for them.
I would also encourage artists in residents
programs for schools, where local artists could
set up with students to demonstrate different
careers in art, and have representative from
companies come and discuss how they use art to
help them in their jobs. 

HOW DO YOU
PERCEIVE THE ROLE

OF NONPROFIT
ARTS AND CULTURE
ORGANIZATIONS IN

THE OVERALL
DEVELOPMENT AND

WELL-BEING OF
OUR LOCAL

COMMUNITY?
Extremely
Important

Somewhat
Important

Not Very
Important

Not Important

SOME COMMUNITIES OFTEN LACK ACCESS TO NONPROFIT
ARTS AND CULTURAL ORGANIZATIONS AND PROGRAMS.
HOW WOULD YOU INCREASE OPPORTUNITIES TO ENSURE
THAT ALL MEMBERS OF OUR COMMUNITY CAN ACCESS THE
BENEFITS OF ART EXPERIENCES?

ON A PERSONAL LEVEL, HOW HAVE THE ARTS IMPACTED
YOUR LIFE, AND HOW DO YOU THINK YOUR EXPERIENCES
SHAPE YOUR SUPPORT FOR THE NONPROFIT ARTS AND
CULTURE SECTOR IN YOUR ROLE AS AN ELECTED OFFICIAL?
I don't know where to start, but let's begin with my own personal art
hobbies. As mentioned before, I am a dancer. I also oil paint, have written
3 novel-length manuscripts, and have some classical vocal training. I may
not be a good artist, but I certainly find joy and often deep frustration
from my endeavors. On top of that my husband has a graphic design and
digital art background (he is designing my signs). 
I believe art teaches lessons about learning to fix mistakes without
starting over, sit in frustration and work through it, and critical thinking,
and documents life and history. I would absolutely support not just arts
education but using art as education, looking at art and music history as
history. 

DO YOU BELIEVE CREATIVITY AND
COLLABORATION SKILLS FOSTERED BY ARTS
EDUCATION ARE VALUED BY EMPLOYERS IN
BUILDING A FUTURE-READY WORKFORCE?

Yes

No

Unsure
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Art increases dopamine, serotonin, and oxytocin to the brain which can
help developing brains maintain focus, elevate mood, and feel calmer. Art
also helps with visual spatial development and fine motor skills,
decreasing arts programs from school has been shown to often decrease
test scores. Increasing our use of arts classes, written, visual, and music
specifically will help kids focus, learn math, and handle pressure
situations. Therefore, my goals would be to make arts part of regular
curriculums and discourage schools from putting it on the cutting floor.
Also for high school students, art should be incorporated into social and
history classes, as art provides the commentary of the history from the
perspectives of those who live it. I'll say this again, art history is history
documented. 

WHAT ARE YOUR TOP PRIORITIES FOR STRENGTHENING
EDUCATIONAL OUTCOMES IN YOUR DISTRICT, AND WHAT
ROLE, IF ANY, SHOULD ARTS EDUCATION OR CREATIVE
LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES - FROM PRE-K THROUGH
COLLEGE - PLAY IN LOCAL EDUCATION POLICY?

HOW WOULD YOU APPROACH CREATING A DEDICATED,
EQUITABLE SOURCE OF PUBLIC FUNDING FOR THE ARTS
THAT ALIGNS WITH THE SECTOR’S NEARLY $200 MILLION
ANNUAL ECONOMIC IMPACT AND EXPANDS ACCESS TO
HISTORICALLY UNDERSERVED COMMUNITIES?
I think they first thing is talking to the communities themselves to find
out what they would like to see be available and where it would be the
most beneficial. The second step would be reaching out to local
philanthropies and non-profit organizations to bring those options to the
communities. I believe that kids need to see people who look like them in
the roles and preferably seeking people who grew up in their
communities. Third, advocating hard in the county commission for these
programs and discussion of the benefits will outstrip the costs when
needed. 
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WHAT ARE SOME OF YOUR
FAVORITE ARTS & CULTURAL
EVENTS, PROJECTS, OR
PROGRAMS THAT TAKE
PLACE IN YOUR DISTRICT?

I am still searching for opportunities to support. I follow many local
businesses that share their own culture through what they do, including
coffee shops, restaurants, and retail locations. 
I love what the Kitchen Incubator is doing. They are amazing at allowing
their tenants to express themselves through their businesses. District 8
has amazing potential to support events, businesses, galleries, and I am
eager to help us fill in the gaps for places that allow residents to express
who they are. 

WHAT SPECIFIC POLICIES OR
INITIATIVES HAVE YOU SUPPORTED,
OR ARE PLANNING TO SUPPORT, THAT
WOULD STRENGTHEN THE NONPROFIT
ARTS AND CULTURE SECTOR IN OUR
AREA?
I plan to support organizations and
programming that brings the community
together and steps in to solve problems that
cannot wait for bureaucracy to catch up. 
Art connects communities, I would advocate for
and support programs or initiatives that
ArtsBuild and similar organizations bring before
the county. With potential funding cuts from
the state and federal level, I am interested in
how the county can step in to fill those gaps.

WHAT ARTS
ACTIVITIES HAVE
YOU ATTENDED,

PARTICIPATED IN,
OR SUPPORTED IN

THE LAST YEAR?
(SELECT ALL THAT

APPLY)
Music
Theatre
Visual Arts
Dance
Literary Arts
Other
None

The Arts and Culture sector supports thousands 
of jobs and generates hundreds of millions in economic impact to
Hamilton County; it is a part of our infrastructure and we should treat it
as such. 

WHAT SOURCES OF ARTS FUNDING DO YOU THINK ARE
MOST CRITICAL?
Stable and predictable funding is the foundation everything else builds
on. ArtsBuild does remarkable work with limited dollars. Strengthening
the county's relationship with them is something I'd prioritize. 
With so much uncertainty right now, the county needs to be ready to step
in. The economic impact provided by arts in Hamilton County is not
something to be ignored it is a part of our infrastructure. 

J O S H  W I C H M A N
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HOW DO YOU
PERCEIVE THE ROLE

OF NONPROFIT
ARTS AND CULTURE
ORGANIZATIONS IN

THE OVERALL
DEVELOPMENT AND

WELL-BEING OF
OUR LOCAL

COMMUNITY?
Extremely
Important

Somewhat
Important

Not Very
Important

Not Important

SOME COMMUNITIES OFTEN LACK
ACCESS TO NONPROFIT ARTS AND
CULTURAL ORGANIZATIONS AND
PROGRAMS. HOW WOULD YOU
INCREASE OPPORTUNITIES TO ENSURE
THAT ALL MEMBERS OF OUR
COMMUNITY CAN ACCESS THE
BENEFITS OF ART EXPERIENCES?

who actually live there, or community events that bring the arts
community in District 8 together. I'd work with ArtsBuild and other
partners to identify where the gaps are and help connect District 8
communities with the funding and resources to fill them.

ON A PERSONAL LEVEL, HOW HAVE THE ARTS IMPACTED
YOUR LIFE, AND HOW DO YOU THINK YOUR EXPERIENCES
SHAPE YOUR SUPPORT FOR THE NONPROFIT ARTS AND
CULTURE SECTOR IN YOUR ROLE AS AN ELECTED OFFICIAL?
I am an artist, I have always been scared to say that. Art has been a part of
my life for as long as I can remember, from music, painting, story telling
and photography. I don't know where I would be without it. It has helped
shape who I am.
Art transcends politics; it is a language that everyone can speak, the
feeling you get when you hear a song or stare into a painting can be
shared with someone across the planet. I don't know what is more
powerful than that. I will always fight for art to be accessible and available
to everyone. 

District 8 is an area with real opportunity when
it comes to arts and cultural access.
Communities like East Ridge, Brainerd, and
Concord are home to incredibly diverse,
creative people and that deserves to be
reflected in the programming and spaces
available to them. 
I would love to support initiatives that bring art
directly into these neighborhoods, whether
that's a gallery highlighting the local artists

DO YOU BELIEVE THAT
INCREASED FUNDING FOR

NONPROFIT ARTS AND CULTURE
ORGANIZATIONS CAN IMPACT

THE VITALITY AND GROWTH OF
OUR LOCAL COMMUNITY?

Yes

No

Unsure

DO YOU BELIEVE CREATIVITY
AND COLLABORATION SKILLS

FOSTERED BY ARTS EDUCATION
ARE VALUED BY EMPLOYERS IN

BUILDING A FUTURE-READY
WORKFORCE?

Yes

No

Unsure
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My overall priority for education is to help reduce the burden on teachers
by actually listening to them, providing better support and resources,
and creating environments where students can thrive and discover who
they are and not just be testing facilities. 
I know that art is instrumental in shaping who young people become.
Sports and arts are often pitted against each other for funding and
resources when they should not be. Sports offer a legitimate pathway for
young people and provide valuable learning opportunities. The arts can
do all the same things. 
I will advocate for a fair balance so that our children can experience a
wide variety of educational opportunities to build who they will become. 

WHAT ARE YOUR TOP PRIORITIES FOR STRENGTHENING
EDUCATIONAL OUTCOMES IN YOUR DISTRICT, AND WHAT
ROLE, IF ANY, SHOULD ARTS EDUCATION OR CREATIVE
LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES - FROM PRE-K THROUGH
COLLEGE - PLAY IN LOCAL EDUCATION POLICY?

HOW WOULD YOU APPROACH CREATING A DEDICATED,
EQUITABLE SOURCE OF PUBLIC FUNDING FOR THE ARTS
THAT ALIGNS WITH THE SECTOR’S NEARLY $200 MILLION
ANNUAL ECONOMIC IMPACT AND EXPANDS ACCESS TO
HISTORICALLY UNDERSERVED COMMUNITIES?
The county recently redirected nearly half a million dollars in tourism
funding toward a new sports agency, with proposals for significant new
sports infrastructure on the table. I'm not opposed to sports tourism it
generates real impact. But that does not mean we shouldn't be looking
at other sectors with the same level of attention.
The nonprofit arts and culture sector generates nearly $200 million
annually in Hamilton County and supports over 3,000 jobs, but the
county's entire investment in ArtsBuild is $30,000 a year. 
That gap deserves a closer look. I would advocate for growing that
commitment in a meaningful way that builds on what is working and
what we can continue doing to connect residents to the places they live. 
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WHAT ARE SOME OF YOUR
FAVORITE ARTS & CULTURAL
EVENTS, PROJECTS, OR
PROGRAMS THAT TAKE
PLACE IN YOUR DISTRICT?

Juneteenth Festival, Legacy Music Festival, Oscar Micheaux Black Film
Festival, James Baldwin Festival of Words, Katherine Dunham Dance
Festival, Elizabeth Catlett Visual Arts Exhibitions. I also like the City of
Chattanooga's public art initiative that develop murals, sculptures, artist
installations, and community engagement projects across the city. As
well as the Amplify series, neighborhood mural projects, and public
performance spaces.

WHAT SPECIFIC POLICIES OR
INITIATIVES HAVE YOU SUPPORTED,
OR ARE PLANNING TO SUPPORT, THAT
WOULD STRENGTHEN THE NONPROFIT
ARTS AND CULTURE SECTOR IN OUR
AREA?
The arts and culture sector plays an important
role in strengthening communities, preserving
local history, creating economic opportunities,
and providing positive outlets for young people.
Throughout my career, I have supported
programs that connect education, community
engagement, and youth development, including
partnerships with schools, community centers,
and nonprofit organizations serving families
across Hamilton County. I believe access to arts
and cultural experiences should not depend on
a person's zip code. 

WHAT ARTS
ACTIVITIES HAVE
YOU ATTENDED,

PARTICIPATED IN,
OR SUPPORTED IN

THE LAST YEAR?
(SELECT ALL THAT

APPLY)
Music
Theatre
Visual Arts
Dance
Literary Arts
Other
None

As Hamilton County Commissioner, I will support efforts to expand arts
programming, public art, and cultural heritage projects while
encouraging stronger partnerships between artists, nonprofits, schools,
and local governments. I am particularly interested in creating more
opportunities for youth and creative entrepreneurs through programs
focused on music, visual arts, digital media, and storytelling. By
leveraging grants, public/private partnerships, and community
collaboration, we can strengthen the nonprofit arts sector, celebrate the
unique identity of our neighborhoods, and ensure every community has
access to the benefits that arts and culture provide.

M O N T R E L L  B E S L E Y
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HOW DO YOU
PERCEIVE THE ROLE

OF NONPROFIT
ARTS AND CULTURE
ORGANIZATIONS IN

THE OVERALL
DEVELOPMENT AND

WELL-BEING OF
OUR LOCAL

COMMUNITY?
Extremely
Important

Somewhat
Important

Not Very
Important

Not Important

WHAT SOURCES OF ARTS FUNDING DO
YOU THINK ARE MOST CRITICAL?

SOME COMMUNITIES OFTEN LACK ACCESS TO NONPROFIT
ARTS AND CULTURAL ORGANIZATIONS AND PROGRAMS.
HOW WOULD YOU INCREASE OPPORTUNITIES TO ENSURE
THAT ALL MEMBERS OF OUR COMMUNITY CAN ACCESS THE
BENEFITS OF ART EXPERIENCES?
I believe access to arts and cultural experiences should not be determined
by where someone lives or their ability to pay. To increase opportunities, I
would support partnerships between arts organizations, schools, libraries,
community centers, parks, and neighborhood based nonprofits to bring
programming directly into underserved communities. I also support
expanding youth arts education, public art projects, mobile arts
programming, and community festivals that celebrate local culture and
creativity. By leveraging public/ private partnerships and ensuring
resources are distributed equitably, we can make arts experiences more
accessible and ensure every resident has the opportunity to benefit from
the educational, economic, and community building power of the arts.

I believe the most critical sources of arts
funding are a combination of private
philanthropy, corporate sponsorships,
foundation grants, and public funding at the
local, state, and federal levels. No single funding
source can meet all the needs of our arts and
cultural organizations, which is why strong
public/ private partnerships are essential. I also
believe we should pursue innovative funding
opportunities that support community based
arts programs, youth arts education, public art
initiatives, and creative entrepreneurship. By
diversifying funding sources and investing
strategically, we can help ensure that arts
organizations remain accessible, sustainable,
and impactful throughout Hamilton County.

ON A PERSONAL LEVEL, HOW HAVE THE ARTS IMPACTED
YOUR LIFE, AND HOW DO YOU THINK YOUR EXPERIENCES
SHAPE YOUR SUPPORT FOR THE NONPROFIT ARTS AND
CULTURE SECTOR IN YOUR ROLE AS AN ELECTED OFFICIAL?
The arts have had a significant impact on my life by providing
opportunities for expression, connection, and community engagement.
Growing up in Alton Park, I witnessed how music, storytelling, cultural
traditions, and community events brought people together and
strengthened neighborhood identity. Throughout my career working with
youth, families, and community organizations, I have seen firsthand how
the arts can inspire confidence, foster creativity, and create pathways for
personal and professional growth.
Those experiences shape my belief that arts and culture are not luxuries;
they are essential components of healthy, thriving communities. As an
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elected official, I would support efforts that make arts opportunities more
accessible, particularly in underserved neighborhoods, while investing in
programs that preserve our local history, celebrate diverse cultures, and
engage young people in creative learning. I believe a strong nonprofit arts
sector helps build community pride, supports economic development, and
ensures that every resident has the opportunity to experience and
contribute to the cultural life of Hamilton County.

DO YOU BELIEVE THAT
INCREASED FUNDING FOR

NONPROFIT ARTS AND CULTURE
ORGANIZATIONS CAN IMPACT

THE VITALITY AND GROWTH OF
OUR LOCAL COMMUNITY?

Yes

No

Unsure

DO YOU BELIEVE CREATIVITY
AND COLLABORATION SKILLS

FOSTERED BY ARTS EDUCATION
ARE VALUED BY EMPLOYERS IN

BUILDING A FUTURE-READY
WORKFORCE?

Yes

No

Unsure

WHAT ARE YOUR TOP PRIORITIES FOR STRENGTHENING
EDUCATIONAL OUTCOMES IN YOUR DISTRICT, AND WHAT
ROLE, IF ANY, SHOULD ARTS EDUCATION OR CREATIVE
LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES - FROM PRE-K THROUGH
COLLEGE - PLAY IN LOCAL EDUCATION POLICY?
My top priorities for strengthening educational outcomes are ensuring
students are prepared for success at every stage of life, expanding access
to high quality learning opportunities, and strengthening the connection
between education, workforce development, and community
engagement. That means supporting early childhood education,
improving student attendance and academic achievement, increasing
access to career and technical education, and creating more pathways to
college, skilled trades, entrepreneurship, and meaningful careers. Having
worked in education, youth development, and initiatives like the
Chattanooga Future Fund, I have seen firsthand how early investments
and strong community partnerships can positively impact student
outcomes. 
Arts education and creative learning should be an important part of that
strategy from pre-K through college. The arts help students develop
critical thinking, creativity, communication, collaboration, and problem
solving skills that are valuable in any career field. Whether through visual
arts, music, theater, digital media, or other creative disciplines, students
should have opportunities to explore their talents and express
themselves. I support partnerships between schools, arts organizations,
colleges, and community programs that expand access to creative
learning opportunities, particularly in underserved communities, because
a well-rounded education includes both academic achievement and
opportunities for creativity, innovation, and personal growth.
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HOW WOULD YOU APPROACH CREATING A DEDICATED,
EQUITABLE SOURCE OF PUBLIC FUNDING FOR THE ARTS
THAT ALIGNS WITH THE SECTOR’S NEARLY $200 MILLION
ANNUAL ECONOMIC IMPACT AND EXPANDS ACCESS TO
HISTORICALLY UNDERSERVED COMMUNITIES?
I would approach this by supporting a dedicated, transparent arts
funding strategy that recognizes the arts as both a quality of life
investment and an economic development engine. If the sector is
generating nearly $200 million in annual economic impact, then our
public investment should reflect that value while being responsible,
measurable, and equitable. I would support exploring dedicated revenue
options, public/ private partnerships, grant matching funds, and budget
set-asides that help stabilize nonprofit arts organizations without placing
an unfair burden on residents. 
Equity would have to be built into the funding model from the beginning.
That means prioritizing access for historically underserved communities,
supporting smaller neighborhood based arts organizations, funding
youth arts education and cultural programming, and bringing arts
experiences directly into schools, community centers, parks, and
neighborhoods. I would also want clear reporting, community input, and
measurable outcomes so residents can see how dollars are being used,
who is being served, and how the investment strengthens both our
economy and our communities.
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WHAT ARE SOME OF YOUR
FAVORITE ARTS & CULTURAL
EVENTS, PROJECTS, OR
PROGRAMS THAT TAKE
PLACE IN YOUR DISTRICT?

Theatre played a big role for some of my kids over the years. I watched it
help them build confidence, friendships, and a real sense of belonging. 
Whether it’s theater, music, visual arts, or creative programs, those spaces
give students a chance to express themselves, step outside their comfort
zones, and experience different perspectives in a meaningful way.

WHAT SPECIFIC POLICIES OR
INITIATIVES HAVE YOU SUPPORTED,
OR ARE PLANNING TO SUPPORT, THAT
WOULD STRENGTHEN THE NONPROFIT
ARTS AND CULTURE SECTOR IN OUR
AREA?
I believe one of the best ways we can strengthen
the nonprofit arts and culture sector is by
continuing to invest in and collaborate with the
organizations already doing meaningful work in
our community. Chattanooga has incredible
nonprofits and programs like the Chattanooga
Theatre Centre and ArtsBuild, along with local
artists, musicians, and cultural organizations
that create opportunities for people to connect,
learn, and express themselves.
As someone who has worked in the nonprofit

WHAT ARTS
ACTIVITIES HAVE
YOU ATTENDED,

PARTICIPATED IN,
OR SUPPORTED IN

THE LAST YEAR?
(SELECT ALL THAT

APPLY)
Music
Theatre
Visual Arts
Dance
Literary Arts
Other
None

space for years, I understand how important community support,
partnerships, volunteers, and visibility are to sustaining programs like
these. As a business owner, who has worked within a budget, I
understand the tight situation HCDE is in - if we are going to cultivate the
arts, then it is essential that we see strong collaboration between
nonprofits, local leaders, businesses, and community organizations to
help expand access and awareness.

WHAT SOURCES OF ARTS FUNDING DO YOU THINK ARE
MOST CRITICAL?
Community funding and support.

S A N D Y  P R I C E R
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HOW DO YOU
PERCEIVE THE ROLE

OF NONPROFIT
ARTS AND CULTURE
ORGANIZATIONS IN

THE OVERALL
DEVELOPMENT AND

WELL-BEING OF
OUR LOCAL

COMMUNITY?
Extremely
Important

Somewhat
Important

Not Very
Important

Not Important

SOME COMMUNITIES OFTEN LACK
ACCESS TO NONPROFIT ARTS AND
CULTURAL ORGANIZATIONS AND
PROGRAMS. HOW WOULD YOU
INCREASE OPPORTUNITIES TO ENSURE
THAT ALL MEMBERS OF OUR
COMMUNITY CAN ACCESS THE
BENEFITS OF ART EXPERIENCES?

ON A PERSONAL LEVEL, HOW HAVE THE ARTS IMPACTED
YOUR LIFE, AND HOW DO YOU THINK YOUR EXPERIENCES
SHAPE YOUR SUPPORT FOR THE NONPROFIT ARTS AND
CULTURE SECTOR IN YOUR ROLE AS AN ELECTED OFFICIAL?
Theatre played a big role for some of my kids over the years. I watched it
help them build confidence, friendships, and a real sense of belonging. 
Whether it’s theater, music, visual arts, or creative programs, those spaces
give students a chance to express themselves, step outside their comfort
zones, and experience different perspectives in a meaningful way.

Visibility matters. In my own life and my
children's lives, the first exposure to arts was
through school. The community as a whole
should ensure support towards the arts
programs. Many families can’t participate in
programs they’ve never heard about. Strong
collaboration and communication between
nonprofits, local leaders, schools and
community organizations can help connect
more people to opportunities that already exist.

DO YOU BELIEVE THAT
INCREASED FUNDING FOR

NONPROFIT ARTS AND CULTURE
ORGANIZATIONS CAN IMPACT

THE VITALITY AND GROWTH OF
OUR LOCAL COMMUNITY?

Yes

No

Unsure

DO YOU BELIEVE CREATIVITY
AND COLLABORATION SKILLS

FOSTERED BY ARTS EDUCATION
ARE VALUED BY EMPLOYERS IN

BUILDING A FUTURE-READY
WORKFORCE?

Yes

No

Unsure
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I believe arts education and creative learning opportunities play a vital
role in a youths life. The arts help students build skills that go far beyond
the creative spaces—things like collaboration, problem-solving,
leadership, communication, public speaking, and empathy are all built
through the arts and creative learning. 
Creative learning gives kids the ability to thrive in ways they wouldnt
otherwise be able to. It fuels imagination, creativity, and innovation while
strengthening skills connected to reading, communication, science, and
critical thinking. 
In order to prepare students to solve problems in unique and meaningful
ways, it’s essential that we continue supporting the arts in our public
schools and our community. I believe a strong education system should
support the whole student—not just academically, but socially and
creatively as well.

WHAT ARE YOUR TOP PRIORITIES FOR STRENGTHENING
EDUCATIONAL OUTCOMES IN YOUR DISTRICT, AND WHAT
ROLE, IF ANY, SHOULD ARTS EDUCATION OR CREATIVE
LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES - FROM PRE-K THROUGH
COLLEGE - PLAY IN LOCAL EDUCATION POLICY?

HOW WOULD YOU APPROACH CREATING A DEDICATED,
EQUITABLE SOURCE OF PUBLIC FUNDING FOR THE ARTS
THAT ALIGNS WITH THE SECTOR’S NEARLY $200 MILLION
ANNUAL ECONOMIC IMPACT AND EXPANDS ACCESS TO
HISTORICALLY UNDERSERVED COMMUNITIES?
I believe nonprofit arts leaders, local government, business leaders,
schools, and community representatives together can work to identify a
dedicated funding model that is sustainable, transparent, and equitable.
That could include public-private partnerships, grant pools, matching
funds, or a dedicated line item that prioritizes access in historically
underserved communities. 
The key for me is that funding should not only support large, established
organizations. It should also help smaller neighborhood-based programs,
youth arts opportunities, community storytelling, theater, music, and
cultural programs reach people who may not otherwise have access.
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WHAT ARE SOME OF YOUR
FAVORITE ARTS & CULTURAL
EVENTS, PROJECTS, OR
PROGRAMS THAT TAKE
PLACE IN YOUR DISTRICT?

WHAT SPECIFIC POLICIES OR INITIATIVES HAVE YOU
SUPPORTED, OR ARE PLANNING TO SUPPORT, THAT WOULD
STRENGTHEN THE NONPROFIT ARTS AND CULTURE SECTOR
IN OUR AREA?

When I think about arts and culture in District 3, I think about the
incredible opportunities our schools are creating for students to discover
their voices and share them with the world.
I am excited about the upcoming art gallery at
Hixson Middle School, where students will have
the opportunity to showcase their creativity and
share their work with the community. I love the
new mural at Big Ridge Elementary, created by
artist Alecia Vera in collaboration with students.
More than 600 student drawings were collected
and incorporated into a piece that reflects the
imagination and identity of the school
community. The Big Ridge children's choir is
another example of how the arts help students
build confidence, community, and joy. 
I am also impressed by the E-Labs across our
schools, which give students opportunities to
design, create, and solve problems through
hands-on learning. At Hixson Middle School,
students have access to a music lab and
recording studios that allow them to explore 

WHAT ARTS
ACTIVITIES HAVE
YOU ATTENDED,

PARTICIPATED IN,
OR SUPPORTED IN

THE LAST YEAR?
(SELECT ALL THAT

APPLY)
Music
Theatre
Visual Arts
Dance
Literary Arts
Other
None

music production and creative expression using professional-level tools. 
One of the most inspiring examples is the partnership between DuPont
Elementary and Songbirds. Students worked with musicians to write and
compose their own original songs and then have the opportunity to hear
those songs professionally performed. For an elementary school student,
that is a remarkable experience—one that shows young people that their
ideas, stories, and creativity have value.

As I have attended Hamilton County School Board meetings this year, one
thing that stood out to me was the district's Community Budget Survey.
Community members were asked to rank priorities such as athletics,
facilities and maintenance, staffing, and technology. What struck me was
that arts education was not included as a standalone priority.

R U T H  W A L K E R
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I also appreciated Board Member Jill Black raising concerns about arts
funding often being treated as discretionary funding at the school level,
where it can be vulnerable when principals are forced to make difficult
budget decisions. I share that concern. 
If elected, one of the things I would support is making arts education
more visible in district planning and community conversations. Before we
can know whether the community wants arts funding prioritized, we need
to actually ask the question. 
As both an educator and a researcher, I have seen firsthand the power of
the arts. Some of my own research has involved evaluating the impact of
arts programming with the Lincoln Center for the Performing Arts. That
work reinforced something I already believed: the most important
outcomes are not always the easiest to measure. Arts programs can shape
confidence, belonging, creativity, self-expression, and community
connection in ways that do not always show up in a spreadsheet. I see
evidence of that throughout our schools.

other basic educational needs. I also recognize that needs may differ
across schools. A school with a strong music program may have different
priorities than a school seeking to expand visual arts opportunities or
develop new community partnerships. 
As a board member, I would focus on ensuring that arts education has a
seat at the table during budget discussions, that educators and arts
leaders have opportunities to share their expertise, and that the
community is asked what role they want the arts to play in their schools.

WHAT SOURCES OF ARTS FUNDING DO YOU THINK ARE
MOST CRITICAL?
I think this is a question best answered by the
educators, arts organizations, and community
partners who work in this space every day. One
of my guiding principles as a school board
candidate is that the people closest to the work
often have the clearest understanding of what is
needed. My role is not to decide whether visual
arts should receive more funding than music, or
whether funding should be directed toward
performances, classroom instruction, artist
residencies, or creative technology programs.
Those decisions should be informed by the
expertise of arts educators and the needs of
individual schools and student populations. 
What I do believe is that arts funding should be
reliable, visible, and intentional. Schools should
not have to choose between providing students
with meaningful arts experiences and meeting

HOW DO YOU
PERCEIVE THE ROLE

OF NONPROFIT
ARTS AND CULTURE
ORGANIZATIONS IN

THE OVERALL
DEVELOPMENT AND

WELL-BEING OF
OUR LOCAL

COMMUNITY?
Extremely
Important

Somewhat
Important

Not Very
Important

Not Important

DO YOU BELIEVE THAT INCREASED FUNDING
FOR NONPROFIT ARTS AND CULTURE

ORGANIZATIONS CAN IMPACT THE VITALITY AND
GROWTH OF OUR LOCAL COMMUNITY?

Yes

No

Unsure
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SOME COMMUNITIES OFTEN LACK ACCESS TO NONPROFIT
ARTS AND CULTURAL ORGANIZATIONS AND PROGRAMS.
HOW WOULD YOU INCREASE OPPORTUNITIES TO ENSURE
THAT ALL MEMBERS OF OUR COMMUNITY CAN ACCESS THE
BENEFITS OF ART EXPERIENCES?

ON A PERSONAL LEVEL, HOW HAVE THE ARTS IMPACTED
YOUR LIFE, AND HOW DO YOU THINK YOUR EXPERIENCES
SHAPE YOUR SUPPORT FOR THE NONPROFIT ARTS AND
CULTURE SECTOR IN YOUR ROLE AS AN ELECTED OFFICIAL?
Growing up, there were times when my family wasn't sure how we were
going to pay the electric bill. Most of my access to the arts came through
my public schools. I played in band in elementary and middle school.
When I couldn't afford the fees associated with marching band in high
school, I joined three different choirs instead. 
In college, a music appreciation class introduced me to classical music
and opened up a whole new world for me. As an adult, I've had the
privilege of attending performances at the Tivoli that would have been
out of reach when I was younger. As a researcher, I've also had the
opportunity to study performing arts programs for older adults and their
families. That work reinforced something I already believed: the arts can
bring people together, spark joy, and create meaningful experiences at
every stage of life. 
Those experiences have shaped the way I think about arts education and
access. I value the arts, but I also recognize that not everyone has the
same opportunities to participate. That's one reason I've been so
encouraged by what I've seen in Hamilton County schools. As I've toured
schools across District 3, I've been impressed by the instruments available
to students, the music programs, the recording studios, the student
performances, and the creative opportunities being offered.

As a school board candidate, I think one of the most effective ways to
expand access to arts experiences is through our public schools. Not every
family can afford private lessons, transportation to performances, or
participation fees. Schools provide a unique opportunity to bring arts
experiences directly to students, regardless of their family's income or
circumstances.
One of the things I have been encouraged by during my school visits is
seeing partnerships that bring the arts directly to students. I've seen
students write original songs through Songbirds, contribute to a school-
wide mural at Big Ridge Elementary, participate in children's choir, and
explore music production in Hixson Middle's recording studios. 
As a board member, I would support continuing and expanding
partnerships between schools and nonprofit arts organizations, while
listening to educators, students, families, and arts leaders about where
gaps in access still exist. Every student deserves opportunities to
experience the arts—not just as an audience member, but as a creator.
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My top priorities for strengthening educational outcomes in Hamilton
County are retaining and valuing our educators and support staff,
creating school environments where students feel supported and
connected, making evidence-based decisions, and listening to the needs
and priorities of our community. 
I want every student to leave our schools prepared for whatever comes
next. That means helping students develop not only academic skills, but
also creativity, communication, collaboration, and problem-solving. I don't
see arts education as separate from those goals — I see it as one way we
achieve them. Arts education can also support learning in other areas.
Students might use art to learn about science, create projects that
connect to history, or strengthen writing skills through storytelling. For
younger children, many arts activities also help develop fine motor skills.
The arts give students opportunities to create, express themselves, build
confidence, and connect with their schools and communities. As someone
whose own access to the arts came primarily through public schools, I
understand how important those opportunities can be. As a school board
member, I would support arts education as part of a well-rounded
education while continuing to listen to educators, students, families, arts
leaders, and the broader community about how best to meet the needs of
Hamilton County students.

WHAT ARE YOUR TOP PRIORITIES FOR STRENGTHENING
EDUCATIONAL OUTCOMES IN YOUR DISTRICT, AND WHAT
ROLE, IF ANY, SHOULD ARTS EDUCATION OR CREATIVE
LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES - FROM PRE-K THROUGH
COLLEGE - PLAY IN LOCAL EDUCATION POLICY?

HOW WOULD YOU APPROACH CREATING A DEDICATED,
EQUITABLE SOURCE OF PUBLIC FUNDING FOR THE ARTS
THAT ALIGNS WITH THE SECTOR’S NEARLY $200 MILLION
ANNUAL ECONOMIC IMPACT AND EXPANDS ACCESS TO
HISTORICALLY UNDERSERVED COMMUNITIES?
School board members play a role in shaping and approving the Hamilton
County Schools budget, but our ability to create dedicated public funding
streams for the arts is somewhat limited. That said, I was encouraged to
see the current board allocate an additional $500,000 to arts funding
during this year's budget process, which was described as an 80%
increase during the May school board meeting. 
If elected, I would support continuing to elevate arts education in budget
discussions and would listen to educators, arts leaders, students, families,
and the broader community about where investments are most needed.
My priority would be ensuring that arts opportunities are accessible to all
students, particularly those who might not otherwise have access to them
outside of school.

DO YOU BELIEVE CREATIVITY AND
COLLABORATION SKILLS FOSTERED BY ARTS
EDUCATION ARE VALUED BY EMPLOYERS IN
BUILDING A FUTURE-READY WORKFORCE?

Yes

No

Unsure
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WHAT ARE SOME OF YOUR
FAVORITE ARTS & CULTURAL
EVENTS, PROJECTS, OR
PROGRAMS THAT TAKE
PLACE IN YOUR DISTRICT?
Art programs that help our
students in Hamilton County.

WHAT SPECIFIC POLICIES OR
INITIATIVES HAVE YOU SUPPORTED,
OR ARE PLANNING TO SUPPORT, THAT
WOULD STRENGTHEN THE NONPROFIT
ARTS AND CULTURE SECTOR IN OUR
AREA?
I have previously contributed to ArtsBuild and
encourage others to consider supporting their
mission.

WHAT ARTS
ACTIVITIES HAVE
YOU ATTENDED,

PARTICIPATED IN,
OR SUPPORTED IN

THE LAST YEAR?
(SELECT ALL THAT

APPLY)
Music
Theatre
Visual Arts
Dance
Literary Arts
Other
None

WHAT SOURCES OF ARTS FUNDING
DO YOU THINK ARE MOST CRITICAL?
Local government entities, encompassing both
city and county administrations, possess a unique
capacity to champion the arts. Their commitment
is instrumental in fostering vibrant cultural
landscapes within communities.

T H E S S E L A  W H I T E

DO YOU BELIEVE THAT
INCREASED FUNDING FOR

NONPROFIT ARTS AND CULTURE
ORGANIZATIONS CAN IMPACT

THE VITALITY AND GROWTH OF
OUR LOCAL COMMUNITY?

Yes

No

Unsure

DO YOU BELIEVE CREATIVITY
AND COLLABORATION SKILLS

FOSTERED BY ARTS EDUCATION
ARE VALUED BY EMPLOYERS IN

BUILDING A FUTURE-READY
WORKFORCE?

Yes

No

Unsure

By allocating essential resources, these bodies can ensure the
sustainability and growth of diverse artistic initiatives. Such support not
only enriches the lives of residents but also contributes to economic
development through cultural tourism. Ultimately, a strong partnership
between municipal leadership and arts organizations is crucial for a
thriving creative sector.



T H E S S E L A  W H I T E

HOW DO YOU
PERCEIVE THE ROLE

OF NONPROFIT
ARTS AND CULTURE
ORGANIZATIONS IN

THE OVERALL
DEVELOPMENT AND

WELL-BEING OF
OUR LOCAL

COMMUNITY?
Extremely
Important

Somewhat
Important

Not Very
Important

Not Important

SOME COMMUNITIES OFTEN LACK
ACCESS TO NONPROFIT ARTS AND
CULTURAL ORGANIZATIONS AND
PROGRAMS. HOW WOULD YOU
INCREASE OPPORTUNITIES TO ENSURE
THAT ALL MEMBERS OF OUR
COMMUNITY CAN ACCESS THE
BENEFITS OF ART EXPERIENCES?

ON A PERSONAL LEVEL, HOW HAVE THE ARTS IMPACTED
YOUR LIFE, AND HOW DO YOU THINK YOUR EXPERIENCES
SHAPE YOUR SUPPORT FOR THE NONPROFIT ARTS AND
CULTURE SECTOR IN YOUR ROLE AS AN ELECTED OFFICIAL?
ArtsBuild has consistently supported the initiatives of the ACT-SO
program by providing facilities and judging our local competition over the
years. James and the staff are always helpful in finding solutions.

It is important to engage with individuals within
their own communities. Perhaps organizing
smaller events tailored to each district, rather
than large-scale gatherings, would be beneficial.
I have observed that some areas appear to
receive a greater allocation of artistic resources
compared to others.

WHAT ARE YOUR TOP PRIORITIES FOR STRENGTHENING
EDUCATIONAL OUTCOMES IN YOUR DISTRICT, AND WHAT
ROLE, IF ANY, SHOULD ARTS EDUCATION OR CREATIVE
LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES - FROM PRE-K THROUGH
COLLEGE - PLAY IN LOCAL EDUCATION POLICY?
I am committed to prioritizing literacy, as I believe reading is fundamental
to knowledge and empowerment. I also advocate for the introduction of
art education prior to pre-kindergarten. It is my firm conviction that every
child possesses inherent greatness, and through various programs, I have
observed that even children who may not excel academically often
demonstrate remarkable artistic capabilities.

HOW WOULD YOU APPROACH CREATING A DEDICATED,
EQUITABLE SOURCE OF PUBLIC FUNDING FOR THE ARTS
THAT ALIGNS WITH THE SECTOR’S NEARLY $200 MILLION
ANNUAL ECONOMIC IMPACT AND EXPANDS ACCESS TO
HISTORICALLY UNDERSERVED COMMUNITIES?
Neighborhood Associations demonstrate a strong understanding of their
communities' needs. We propose the inclusion of a representative from
each neighborhood or district on a steering committee to ensure
equitable benefits across all communities. Additionally, we advocate for
engaging our student population with the Arts committees, as they
represent our future leadership.
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WHAT ARE SOME OF YOUR
FAVORITE ARTS & CULTURAL
EVENTS, PROJECTS, OR
PROGRAMS THAT TAKE
PLACE IN YOUR DISTRICT?

WHAT SPECIFIC POLICIES OR INITIATIVES HAVE YOU
SUPPORTED, OR ARE PLANNING TO SUPPORT, THAT WOULD
STRENGTHEN THE NONPROFIT ARTS AND CULTURE SECTOR
IN OUR AREA?

I'm fortunate to have both a hub for artistic
exploration and a showcase of our community's
incredible young talent right here in District 6
through the Center for Creative Arts at
Chattanooga High School. Throughout the year,
students display their creativity through music,
theater, visual arts, dance, and other forms of
expression, giving us a glimpse of the artists and
leaders who will shape our future. 
Many of these talented students also perform at
the Chattanooga Theatre Center, another local
treasure. My daughters and I love spending an
evening enjoying performances at CCA or along
the river at the Theatre Centre. These programs
not only enrich our community but also provide
young people with opportunities to discover and
develop their talents.

WHAT ARTS
ACTIVITIES HAVE
YOU ATTENDED,

PARTICIPATED IN,
OR SUPPORTED IN

THE LAST YEAR?
(SELECT ALL THAT

APPLY)
Music
Theatre
Visual Arts
Dance
Literary Arts
Other
None

I have long supported organizations that enrich our community through
the arts, including Barking Legs Theater, the Chattanooga Theatre Centre,
the Chattanooga Theatre Centre's Youth Theatre programs, and the
Center for Creative Arts. These organizations provide opportunities for
creativity, self-expression, and community engagement for people of all
ages. 
As a School Board member, I have also supported expanding access to
free mental health services in our schools. Strong mental health support
helps students thrive both academically and creatively, benefiting not
only young artists but all children in our community. When we invest in
the well-being of our students, we strengthen the future of our arts
community and our community as a whole.

B E N  C O N N O R
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WHAT SOURCES OF ARTS FUNDING DO YOU THINK ARE
MOST CRITICAL?

SOME COMMUNITIES OFTEN LACK
ACCESS TO NONPROFIT ARTS AND
CULTURAL ORGANIZATIONS AND
PROGRAMS. HOW WOULD YOU
INCREASE OPPORTUNITIES TO ENSURE
THAT ALL MEMBERS OF OUR
COMMUNITY CAN ACCESS THE
BENEFITS OF ART EXPERIENCES?
Access to the arts should not depend on a
person's zip code or family income. One of the
best ways to expand opportunities is by
supporting strong partnerships between schools,
nonprofit organizations, and community groups
that bring arts programs directly to students and
neighborhoods.
As a School Board member, I believe we should
continue investing in opportunities That expose
young people to music, theater, visual arts, and

I believe a strong arts community requires support from a variety of
sources, including private donations, nonprofit partnerships, corporate
sponsorships, and public investment. No single funding source can meet
every need. The most important thing is creating sustainable support that
keeps arts programs accessible, strengthens cultural organizations, and
provides opportunities for people of all ages to participate in the arts.

ON A PERSONAL LEVEL, HOW HAVE THE ARTS IMPACTED
YOUR LIFE, AND HOW DO YOU THINK YOUR EXPERIENCES
SHAPE YOUR SUPPORT FOR THE NONPROFIT ARTS AND
CULTURE SECTOR IN YOUR ROLE AS AN ELECTED OFFICIAL?
The arts have had a meaningful impact on my life, both as a parent and as
a member of this community. Through programs at the Center for
Creative Arts and performances at the Chattanooga Theatre Centre, I've
had the opportunity to see firsthand how the arts inspire creativity, build
confidence, and bring people together. Some of my favorite memories are
attending performances with my daughters and watching young people
share their talents with our community. 
Those experiences have reinforced my belief that the arts are not a luxury;
they are an important part of a well-rounded education and a vibrant
community. As an elected official, I support organizations that expand
access to arts and cultural opportunities because they enrich lives,
strengthen communities, and help young people discover their potential.

HOW DO YOU
PERCEIVE THE ROLE

OF NONPROFIT
ARTS AND CULTURE
ORGANIZATIONS IN

THE OVERALL
DEVELOPMENT AND

WELL-BEING OF
OUR LOCAL

COMMUNITY?
Extremely
Important

Somewhat
Important

Not Very
Important

Not Important

other creative experiences. When we make arts education and cultural
programs more accessible, we help students build confidence, develop
new skills, and discover passions that can last a lifetime.



B E N  C O N N O R

My top priorities for improving educational outcomes are recruiting and
retaining great teachers, expanding student support services, and making
sure every child has access to the resources they need to succeed.
Students learn best when they feel supported, engaged, and connected to
their school community. 
Arts education and creative learning opportunities play an important role
in that success. Programs in music, theater, visual arts, and other creative
disciplines help students build confidence, develop critical thinking skills,
and discover their unique talents. From pre-K through college, we should
continue supporting opportunities that allow students to learn, create,
and grow both inside and outside the classroom.

WHAT ARE YOUR TOP PRIORITIES FOR STRENGTHENING
EDUCATIONAL OUTCOMES IN YOUR DISTRICT, AND WHAT
ROLE, IF ANY, SHOULD ARTS EDUCATION OR CREATIVE
LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES - FROM PRE-K THROUGH
COLLEGE - PLAY IN LOCAL EDUCATION POLICY?

HOW WOULD YOU APPROACH CREATING A DEDICATED,
EQUITABLE SOURCE OF PUBLIC FUNDING FOR THE ARTS
THAT ALIGNS WITH THE SECTOR’S NEARLY $200 MILLION
ANNUAL ECONOMIC IMPACT AND EXPANDS ACCESS TO
HISTORICALLY UNDERSERVED COMMUNITIES?
The arts are an important part of our community, contributing to our
quality of life, supporting local jobs, and creating opportunities for young
people. Any conversation about dedicated public funding should focus on
expanding access, supporting organizations that serve diverse
communities, and making sure resources are distributed fairly and
transparently. 
I believe every child and every neighborhood should have access to arts
and cultural opportunities, regardless of income or zip code. As an elected
official, I do and will continue to support partnerships and investments
that broaden access to the arts while being responsible stewards of public
dollars.

DO YOU BELIEVE THAT
INCREASED FUNDING FOR

NONPROFIT ARTS AND CULTURE
ORGANIZATIONS CAN IMPACT

THE VITALITY AND GROWTH OF
OUR LOCAL COMMUNITY?

Yes

No

Unsure

DO YOU BELIEVE CREATIVITY
AND COLLABORATION SKILLS

FOSTERED BY ARTS EDUCATION
ARE VALUED BY EMPLOYERS IN

BUILDING A FUTURE-READY
WORKFORCE?

Yes

No

Unsure



K A T I EK A T I E
P E R K I N SP E R K I N S

K A T I EKAT IE

P E R K I N SPERK INS
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C O U N T Y  S C H O O L  B O A R D
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K A T I EK A T I E

P E R K I N SP E R K I N S
K A T I EKAT IE

P E R K I N SPERK INS
katie.perkins@epbfi.com

WHAT ARE SOME OF YOUR
FAVORITE ARTS & CULTURAL
EVENTS, PROJECTS, OR
PROGRAMS THAT TAKE
PLACE IN YOUR DISTRICT?
Car shows and Apple Festival.

K A T I E  P E R K I N S

WHAT SOURCES OF ARTS FUNDING DO
YOU THINK ARE MOST CRITICAL?
Government grants, earned income, such as 
ticket sales, private donations, and community 
business collaborations are all important factors to fund art programs. 

WHAT SPECIFIC POLICIES OR
INITIATIVES HAVE YOU SUPPORTED,
OR ARE PLANNING TO SUPPORT, THAT
WOULD STRENGTHEN THE NONPROFIT
ARTS AND CULTURE SECTOR IN OUR
AREA?
I support all kinds of theater arts in our
community. My children are invested in theater
and we, as a family, attend many live shows. 
I currently teach visual art at the collegient
level and support art programs in every aspect,
whenever I can.

WHAT ARTS
ACTIVITIES HAVE
YOU ATTENDED,

PARTICIPATED IN,
OR SUPPORTED IN

THE LAST YEAR?
(SELECT ALL THAT

APPLY)
Music
Theatre
Visual Arts
Dance
Literary Arts
Other
None

DO YOU BELIEVE THAT
INCREASED FUNDING FOR

NONPROFIT ARTS AND CULTURE
ORGANIZATIONS CAN IMPACT

THE VITALITY AND GROWTH OF
OUR LOCAL COMMUNITY?

Yes

No

Unsure

DO YOU BELIEVE CREATIVITY
AND COLLABORATION SKILLS

FOSTERED BY ARTS EDUCATION
ARE VALUED BY EMPLOYERS IN

BUILDING A FUTURE-READY
WORKFORCE?

Yes

No

Unsure

SOME COMMUNITIES OFTEN LACK ACCESS TO NONPROFIT
ARTS AND CULTURAL ORGANIZATIONS AND PROGRAMS.
HOW WOULD YOU INCREASE OPPORTUNITIES TO ENSURE
THAT ALL MEMBERS OF OUR COMMUNITY CAN ACCESS THE
BENEFITS OF ART EXPERIENCES?
Traveling art shows and marketing are a great ways to ensure all
members of a community can access the benefits of art experiences. 



K A T I E  P E R K I N S

HOW DO YOU
PERCEIVE THE ROLE

OF NONPROFIT
ARTS AND CULTURE
ORGANIZATIONS IN

THE OVERALL
DEVELOPMENT AND

WELL-BEING OF
OUR LOCAL

COMMUNITY?
Extremely
Important

Somewhat
Important

Not Very
Important

Not Important

ON A PERSONAL LEVEL, HOW HAVE
THE ARTS IMPACTED YOUR LIFE, AND
HOW DO YOU THINK YOUR
EXPERIENCES SHAPE YOUR SUPPORT
FOR THE NONPROFIT ARTS AND
CULTURE SECTOR IN YOUR ROLE AS
AN ELECTED OFFICIAL?
I have a graduate degree in art. The arts have
phenomenally impacted me as a person. Using
art as a form of expression and creativity, and as
an outlet, is one of the most important benefits.
Art heals people. 
Art in society brings people together and serves
as a tool for education about cultural
differences and history. Art unites communities
by facilitating communication and promoting
diversity. I will always push for more arts
education in our community.

WHAT ARE YOUR TOP PRIORITIES FOR STRENGTHENING
EDUCATIONAL OUTCOMES IN YOUR DISTRICT, AND WHAT
ROLE, IF ANY, SHOULD ARTS EDUCATION OR CREATIVE
LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES - FROM PRE-K THROUGH
COLLEGE - PLAY IN LOCAL EDUCATION POLICY?
Art programs should always be offered in schools from pre-K to college.
Art is the foundation of critical thinking and learning.

HOW WOULD YOU APPROACH CREATING A DEDICATED,
EQUITABLE SOURCE OF PUBLIC FUNDING FOR THE ARTS
THAT ALIGNS WITH THE SECTOR’S NEARLY $200 MILLION
ANNUAL ECONOMIC IMPACT AND EXPANDS ACCESS TO
HISTORICALLY UNDERSERVED COMMUNITIES?
Local business collaboration, public relations, and advertising are three
ways approach public funding for the arts.



C O U N T Y  S C H O O L  B O A R D
D I S T R I C T  8  R A C ED I S T R I C T  8  R A C E

S A B R I N AS A B R I N A
D A N I E LD A N I E L

S A B R I N ASABR INA

D A N I E LDANIEL
sabrinadaniel657@gmail.com

WHAT ARE SOME OF YOUR
FAVORITE ARTS & CULTURAL
EVENTS, PROJECTS, OR
PROGRAMS THAT TAKE
PLACE IN YOUR DISTRICT?
Last year I attended the J103 May
festival.

WHAT SPECIFIC POLICIES OR
INITIATIVES HAVE YOU SUPPORTED,
OR ARE PLANNING TO SUPPORT, THAT
WOULD STRENGTHEN THE NONPROFIT
ARTS AND CULTURE SECTOR IN OUR
AREA?
I support Art policies and initiatives that allow
for every socioeconomic level to participate in
some way, if they are interested in this area of
life. Many of our Arts Productions are prohibitive
for me as a retired teacher and others to enjoy
because they are so expensive. 
We need to think outside the box to make this a
reality for everyone, not just for folks whose
professions command a higher salary.

WHAT ARTS
ACTIVITIES HAVE
YOU ATTENDED,

PARTICIPATED IN,
OR SUPPORTED IN

THE LAST YEAR?
(SELECT ALL THAT

APPLY)
Music
Theatre
Visual Arts
Dance
Literary Arts
Other
None

WHAT SOURCES OF ARTS FUNDING DO YOU THINK ARE
MOST CRITICAL?
Philanthropic private funding, grants, and some governmental funding
where appropriate.

S A B R I N A  D A N I E L

DO YOU BELIEVE THAT
INCREASED FUNDING FOR

NONPROFIT ARTS AND CULTURE
ORGANIZATIONS CAN IMPACT

THE VITALITY AND GROWTH OF
OUR LOCAL COMMUNITY?

Yes

No

Unsure

DO YOU BELIEVE CREATIVITY
AND COLLABORATION SKILLS

FOSTERED BY ARTS EDUCATION
ARE VALUED BY EMPLOYERS IN

BUILDING A FUTURE-READY
WORKFORCE?

Yes

No

Unsure



S A B R I N A  D A N I E L

HOW DO YOU
PERCEIVE THE ROLE

OF NONPROFIT
ARTS AND CULTURE
ORGANIZATIONS IN

THE OVERALL
DEVELOPMENT AND

WELL-BEING OF
OUR LOCAL

COMMUNITY?
Extremely
Important

Somewhat
Important

Not Very
Important

Not Important

SOME COMMUNITIES OFTEN LACK
ACCESS TO NONPROFIT ARTS AND
CULTURAL ORGANIZATIONS AND
PROGRAMS. HOW WOULD YOU
INCREASE OPPORTUNITIES TO ENSURE
THAT ALL MEMBERS OF OUR
COMMUNITY CAN ACCESS THE
BENEFITS OF ART EXPERIENCES?

ON A PERSONAL LEVEL, HOW HAVE THE ARTS IMPACTED
YOUR LIFE, AND HOW DO YOU THINK YOUR EXPERIENCES
SHAPE YOUR SUPPORT FOR THE NONPROFIT ARTS AND
CULTURE SECTOR IN YOUR ROLE AS AN ELECTED OFFICIAL?
The Lord has blessed me with a singing voice. I have sung all my life-first
as a preschooler with my family, then in elementary choir and youth choir
at church, Girls Chorus, Varsity Chorus, and Madrigals at East Ridge High
School. I had small parts in The Music Man and Guys and Dolls. I had the
lead in the senior play. I sang and traveled with the Belhaven University
Choir in Jackson, MS. I think my experiences have taught me that we all
have gifts and that the Arts are a place to explore your gifts. If gifted, they
are a great source of enjoyment in life and the arts can bless other people. 
Being involved in the Arts is a fabulous enhancement to our lives whether
we are spectators or participants. It's one thing that separates us from the
Animal Kingdom. I personally love the Arts, am a supporter of increasing
them in our community. As an elected official on the school board, I
would prioritize basic academics, but would support continuing funding
across the board for the Arts. Creative classroom teachers put lessons into
real life by inviting a harpist, after reading a selection on harps. My
students loved hearing the harp and this sweet harpist let these third
graders touch it. She drove way into the county to treat my children as a
volunteer. I would also continue financially supporting Music and Art
Classes across the whole county.

I would have some kind of program that offers
free or reduced cost tickets to folks who receive
governmental benefits so that they would have
more of an opportunity to watch, be involved,
and participate in the arts. I would also look into
advertising in lower income areas. Folks can't
take advantage of programs they may qualify
for, if they don't know about them. TV
spots/advertisements would be another way of
getting the word out. 
The Arts are more than pure entertainment.
Quality art may be life changing. People may be given hope through the
characters in an art production.



S A B R I N A  D A N I E L

My top priorities are that children in my 2 Elementary Schools are able to
learn character and integrity, be proficient readers, do basic math, speak
and write correct English Grammar, be taught Cursive Writing, and basic
computer skills. 
In the Middle and High School, my top priorities would be Elective Bible
class, to continue character and integrity education, a love for reading,
take some advanced math and science classes, continue speaking and
composing correct English Grammar and Literature, American History,
Civics, typing, advanced computer skills, and Money Skills for Life. 
Arts Education would be part of my financial priorities. I would support in
every school music (singing variety, learning skills, some theory, and
some about famous composers). I would also support a Visual Arts class
in every school. Teachers and classes have to come from a balanced
budget that doesn't raise taxes now.

WHAT ARE YOUR TOP PRIORITIES FOR STRENGTHENING
EDUCATIONAL OUTCOMES IN YOUR DISTRICT, AND WHAT
ROLE, IF ANY, SHOULD ARTS EDUCATION OR CREATIVE
LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES - FROM PRE-K THROUGH
COLLEGE - PLAY IN LOCAL EDUCATION POLICY?

HOW WOULD YOU APPROACH CREATING A DEDICATED,
EQUITABLE SOURCE OF PUBLIC FUNDING FOR THE ARTS
THAT ALIGNS WITH THE SECTOR’S NEARLY $200 MILLION
ANNUAL ECONOMIC IMPACT AND EXPANDS ACCESS TO
HISTORICALLY UNDERSERVED COMMUNITIES?
Chattanooga is blessed with a plethora of philanthropic foundations,
501C3s, churches, grants, and government funding. I would make sure
that there is a staff person that as a part of their responsibilities solicits
additional funding for the Arts besides our Hamilton County budget. All
schools should have access to the Arts. Allocation would be made by the
number of students that the school serves. Thank you for taking time to
read my philosophy of the Arts in our Hamilton School System.
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https://gary-kuehn-schoolboard-d9.mailchimpsites.com/
https://www.votejordanhammond.com/


C O U N T Y  S C H O O L  B O A R D
D I S T R I C T  9  R A C ED I S T R I C T  9  R A C E

G A R YG A R Y
K U E H NK U E H N
G A R YGARY

K U E H NKUEHN
garywkuehn77@gmail.com

WHAT ARE SOME OF YOUR
FAVORITE ARTS & CULTURAL
EVENTS, PROJECTS, OR
PROGRAMS THAT TAKE
PLACE IN YOUR DISTRICT?
Visit to the Hunter Museum and
combined choral event for high
school.

WHAT SPECIFIC POLICIES OR
INITIATIVES HAVE YOU SUPPORTED,
OR ARE PLANNING TO SUPPORT, THAT
WOULD STRENGTHEN THE NONPROFIT
ARTS AND CULTURE SECTOR IN OUR
AREA?
Donor for ArtsBuild.

WHAT SOURCES OF ARTS FUNDING
DO YOU THINK ARE MOST CRITICAL?
Music and visual arts.

G A R Y  K U E H N

WHAT ARTS
ACTIVITIES HAVE
YOU ATTENDED,

PARTICIPATED IN,
OR SUPPORTED IN

THE LAST YEAR?
(SELECT ALL THAT

APPLY)
Music
Theatre
Visual Arts
Dance
Literary Arts
Other
None

DO YOU BELIEVE THAT
INCREASED FUNDING FOR

NONPROFIT ARTS AND CULTURE
ORGANIZATIONS CAN IMPACT

THE VITALITY AND GROWTH OF
OUR LOCAL COMMUNITY?

Yes

No

Unsure

DO YOU BELIEVE CREATIVITY
AND COLLABORATION SKILLS

FOSTERED BY ARTS EDUCATION
ARE VALUED BY EMPLOYERS IN

BUILDING A FUTURE-READY
WORKFORCE?

Yes

No

Unsure

SOME COMMUNITIES OFTEN LACK
ACCESS TO NONPROFIT ARTS AND
CULTURAL ORGANIZATIONS AND
PROGRAMS. HOW WOULD YOU
INCREASE OPPORTUNITIES TO ENSURE
THAT ALL MEMBERS OF OUR
COMMUNITY CAN ACCESS THE
BENEFITS OF ART EXPERIENCES?
Possible grant opportunities.



G A R Y  K U E H N

WHAT ARE YOUR TOP PRIORITIES FOR
STRENGTHENING EDUCATIONAL
OUTCOMES IN YOUR DISTRICT, AND
WHAT ROLE, IF ANY, SHOULD ARTS
EDUCATION OR CREATIVE LEARNING
OPPORTUNITIES - FROM PRE-K
THROUGH COLLEGE - PLAY IN LOCAL
EDUCATION POLICY?
On the board and voted to add 500K to arts budget. 

HOW DO YOU
PERCEIVE THE ROLE

OF NONPROFIT
ARTS AND CULTURE
ORGANIZATIONS IN

THE OVERALL
DEVELOPMENT AND

WELL-BEING OF
OUR LOCAL

COMMUNITY?
Extremely
Important

Somewhat
Important

Not Very
Important

Not Important

ON A PERSONAL LEVEL, HOW HAVE
THE ARTS IMPACTED YOUR LIFE, AND
HOW DO YOU THINK YOUR
EXPERIENCES SHAPE YOUR SUPPORT
FOR THE NONPROFIT ARTS AND
CULTURE SECTOR IN YOUR ROLE AS
AN ELECTED OFFICIAL?
Currently an amateur artist in oils and other
mediums. 

HOW WOULD YOU APPROACH CREATING A DEDICATED,
EQUITABLE SOURCE OF PUBLIC FUNDING FOR THE ARTS
THAT ALIGNS WITH THE SECTOR’S NEARLY $200 MILLION
ANNUAL ECONOMIC IMPACT AND EXPANDS ACCESS TO
HISTORICALLY UNDERSERVED COMMUNITIES?
Need help from state legislators. 



T H A N K  Y O U !T H A N K  Y O U !
ArtsBuild is very grateful to all the candidates who took time to
answer our survey.

The candidates below were unable to submit their responses,
but we encourage you to contact them and learn more!

A R T S B U I L D . C O M / A D V O C A C Y

County Commission District 1
Gene-o Shipley

district1@hamiltontn.gov

County Commission District 2
Chip Baker

district2@hamiltontn.gov

County Commission District 3
Ken Smith

district3@hamiltontn.gov

County Commission District 4
Warren Mackey

district4@hamiltontn.gov

County Commission District 7
Lee Helton

district7@hamiltontn.gov

County Commission District 8
Mike Chauncey

district8@hamiltontn.gov

County Commission District 9
Steve Highlander

district9@hamiltontn.gov

County Commission District 10
Jeff Eversole

district10@hamiltontn.gov

County Commission District 11
Joe Graham

district11@hamiltontn.gov

School Board District 3
Ashley Dillon

Ashleydillon4hamiltoncoschools
@gmail.com

School Board District 6
Cindy Fain

electcindyf@gmail.com
School Board District 9

Jordan Hammond
JordanHammondD9@gmail.com



E L E C T I O N
I N F O R M A T I O N

E L E C T I O N
I N F O R M A T I O N

A R T S B U I L D . C O M / A D V O C A C Y

IMPORTANT DATES

EARLY VOTING LOCATIONS

Election Commission
700 River Terminal Rd

Chattanooga, TN 37406

Hixson Community Center
5401 School Dr

Hixson, TN 37343

Chris L Ramsey Sr
Community Center

1010 N Moore Rd
Chattanooga, TN 37411

Chestnut Hall at
The Commons

4950 Swinyar Dr
Collegedale, TN 37363

Harrison Center
5637 Hwy 58

Harrison, TN 37341

Soddy Daisy
Community Center

190 Depot St
Soddy Daisy, TN 37379

Thursday, August 6, 2026
State/Federal Primary and

County General

Friday, July 17 - Saturday,
August 1, 2026

Early Voting Period

Tuesday, July 7, 2026
Voter Registration

Deadline

Monday, July 27, 2026
Last Day to Request

Absentee Ballot

CHECK/UPDATE
YOUR REGISTRATION

Scan the code or click here

REGISTER TO
VOTE

Scan the code or click here

Visit artsbuild.com/advocacy for more resources.

https://hcvoter.hamiltontn.gov/voterrequest/voterinfoRequest.aspx
https://ovr.govote.tn.gov/
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	WHAT ARE SOME OF YOUR FAVORITE ARTS & CULTURAL EVENTS, PROJECTS, OR PROGRAMS THAT TAKE PLACE IN YOUR DISTRICT?
	WHAT SPECIFIC POLICIES OR INITIATIVES HAVE YOU SUPPORTED, OR ARE PLANNING TO SUPPORT, THAT WOULD STRENGTHEN THE NONPROFIT ARTS AND CULTURE SECTOR IN OUR AREA?
	WHAT ARTS ACTIVITIES HAVE YOU ATTENDED, PARTICIPATED IN, OR SUPPORTED IN THE LAST YEAR? (SELECT ALL THAT APPLY)

	WHAT SOURCES OF ARTS FUNDING DO YOU THINK ARE MOST CRITICAL?

	SOME COMMUNITIES OFTEN LACK ACCESS TO NONPROFIT ARTS AND CULTURAL ORGANIZATIONS AND PROGRAMS. HOW WOULD YOU INCREASE OPPORTUNITIES TO ENSURE THAT ALL MEMBERS OF OUR COMMUNITY CAN ACCESS THE BENEFITS OF ART EXPERIENCES?
	HOW DO YOU PERCEIVE THE ROLE OF NONPROFIT ARTS AND CULTURE ORGANIZATIONS IN THE OVERALL DEVELOPMENT AND WELL-BEING OF OUR LOCAL COMMUNITY?

	ON A PERSONAL LEVEL, HOW HAVE THE ARTS IMPACTED YOUR LIFE, AND HOW DO YOU THINK YOUR EXPERIENCES SHAPE YOUR SUPPORT FOR THE NONPROFIT ARTS AND CULTURE SECTOR IN YOUR ROLE AS AN ELECTED OFFICIAL?
	DO YOU BELIEVE THAT INCREASED FUNDING FOR NONPROFIT ARTS AND CULTURE ORGANIZATIONS CAN IMPACT THE VITALITY AND GROWTH OF OUR LOCAL COMMUNITY?
	DO YOU BELIEVE CREATIVITY AND COLLABORATION SKILLS FOSTERED BY ARTS EDUCATION ARE VALUED BY EMPLOYERS IN BUILDING A FUTURE-READY WORKFORCE?


	KATHERLYN GETER
	WHAT ARE YOUR TOP PRIORITIES FOR STRENGTHENING EDUCATIONAL OUTCOMES IN YOUR DISTRICT, AND WHAT ROLE, IF ANY, SHOULD ARTS EDUCATION OR CREATIVE LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES - FROM PRE-K THROUGH COLLEGE - PLAY IN LOCAL EDUCATION POLICY?
	HOW WOULD YOU APPROACH CREATING A DEDICATED, EQUITABLE SOURCE OF PUBLIC FUNDING FOR THE ARTS THAT ALIGNS WITH THE SECTOR’S NEARLY $200 MILLION ANNUAL ECONOMIC IMPACT AND EXPANDS ACCESS TO HISTORICALLY UNDERSERVED COMMUNITIES?

	KATHERLYN GETER
	HAMILTON COUNTY COMMISSION

	CANDIDATES FOR DISTRICT 6
	HAMILTON COUNTY

	DISTRICT 6 RACE
	DAVID SHARPE
	sharpedistrict6@gmail.com
	WHAT ARE SOME OF YOUR FAVORITE ARTS & CULTURAL EVENTS, PROJECTS, OR PROGRAMS THAT TAKE PLACE IN YOUR DISTRICT?
	WHAT ARTS ACTIVITIES HAVE YOU ATTENDED, PARTICIPATED IN, OR SUPPORTED IN THE LAST YEAR? (SELECT ALL THAT APPLY)

	WHAT SPECIFIC POLICIES OR INITIATIVES HAVE YOU SUPPORTED, OR ARE PLANNING TO SUPPORT, THAT WOULD STRENGTHEN THE NONPROFIT ARTS AND CULTURE SECTOR IN OUR AREA?
	DO YOU BELIEVE THAT INCREASED FUNDING FOR NONPROFIT ARTS AND CULTURE ORGANIZATIONS CAN IMPACT THE VITALITY AND GROWTH OF OUR LOCAL COMMUNITY?

	WHAT SOURCES OF ARTS FUNDING DO YOU THINK ARE MOST CRITICAL?
	HOW DO YOU PERCEIVE THE ROLE OF NONPROFIT ARTS AND CULTURE ORGANIZATIONS IN THE OVERALL DEVELOPMENT AND WELL-BEING OF OUR LOCAL COMMUNITY?

	SOME COMMUNITIES OFTEN LACK  ACCESS TO NONPROFIT ARTS AND  CULTURAL ORGANIZATIONS AND  PROGRAMS. HOW WOULD YOU INCREASE OPPORTUNITIES TO ENSURE THAT ALL MEMBERS OF OUR COMMUNITY CAN ACCESS THE BENEFITS OF ART EXPERIENCES?
	ON A PERSONAL LEVEL, HOW HAVE THE ARTS IMPACTED YOUR LIFE, AND HOW DO YOU THINK YOUR EXPERIENCES SHAPE YOUR SUPPORT FOR THE NONPROFIT ARTS AND CULTURE SECTOR IN YOUR ROLE AS AN ELECTED OFFICIAL?

	DAVID SHARPE
	WHAT ARE YOUR TOP PRIORITIES FOR STRENGTHENING EDUCATIONAL OUTCOMES IN YOUR DISTRICT, AND WHAT ROLE, IF ANY, SHOULD ARTS EDUCATION OR CREATIVE LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES - FROM PRE-K THROUGH COLLEGE - PLAY IN LOCAL EDUCATION POLICY?
	HOW WOULD YOU APPROACH CREATING A DEDICATED, EQUITABLE SOURCE OF PUBLIC FUNDING FOR THE ARTS THAT ALIGNS WITH THE SECTOR’S NEARLY $200 MILLION ANNUAL ECONOMIC IMPACT AND EXPANDS ACCESS TO HISTORICALLY UNDERSERVED COMMUNITIES?
	DO YOU BELIEVE CREATIVITY AND COLLABORATION SKILLS FOSTERED BY ARTS EDUCATION ARE VALUED BY EMPLOYERS IN BUILDING A FUTURE-READY WORKFORCE?


	DAVID SHARPE
	HAMILTON COUNTY

	DISTRICT 6 RACE
	JUSTIN PINKERTON
	justin@pinkertonfordistrict6.com
	WHAT ARE SOME OF YOUR FAVORITE ARTS & CULTURAL EVENTS, PROJECTS, OR PROGRAMS THAT TAKE PLACE IN YOUR DISTRICT?
	WHAT ARTS ACTIVITIES HAVE YOU ATTENDED, PARTICIPATED IN, OR SUPPORTED IN THE LAST YEAR? (SELECT ALL THAT APPLY)

	WHAT SPECIFIC POLICIES OR INITIATIVES HAVE YOU SUPPORTED, OR ARE PLANNING TO SUPPORT, THAT WOULD STRENGTHEN THE NONPROFIT ARTS AND CULTURE SECTOR IN OUR AREA?

	WHAT SOURCES OF ARTS FUNDING DO YOU THINK ARE MOST CRITICAL?
	HOW DO YOU PERCEIVE THE ROLE OF NONPROFIT ARTS AND CULTURE ORGANIZATIONS IN THE OVERALL DEVELOPMENT AND WELL-BEING OF OUR LOCAL COMMUNITY?

	SOME COMMUNITIES OFTEN LACK ACCESS TO NONPROFIT ARTS AND CULTURAL ORGANIZATIONS AND PROGRAMS. HOW WOULD YOU INCREASE OPPORTUNITIES TO ENSURE THAT ALL MEMBERS OF OUR COMMUNITY CAN ACCESS THE BENEFITS OF ART EXPERIENCES?

	JUSTIN PINKERTON
	ON A PERSONAL LEVEL, HOW HAVE THE ARTS IMPACTED YOUR LIFE, AND HOW DO YOU THINK YOUR EXPERIENCES SHAPE YOUR SUPPORT FOR THE NONPROFIT ARTS AND CULTURE SECTOR IN YOUR ROLE AS AN ELECTED OFFICIAL?
	WHAT ARE YOUR TOP PRIORITIES FOR STRENGTHENING EDUCATIONAL OUTCOMES IN YOUR DISTRICT, AND WHAT ROLE, IF ANY, SHOULD ARTS EDUCATION OR CREATIVE LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES - FROM PRE-K THROUGH COLLEGE - PLAY IN LOCAL EDUCATION POLICY?
	DO YOU BELIEVE THAT INCREASED FUNDING FOR NONPROFIT ARTS AND CULTURE ORGANIZATIONS CAN IMPACT THE VITALITY AND GROWTH OF OUR LOCAL COMMUNITY?
	DO YOU BELIEVE CREATIVITY AND COLLABORATION SKILLS FOSTERED BY ARTS EDUCATION ARE VALUED BY EMPLOYERS IN BUILDING A FUTURE-READY WORKFORCE?


	JUSTIN PINKERTON
	HOW WOULD YOU APPROACH CREATING A DEDICATED, EQUITABLE SOURCE OF PUBLIC FUNDING FOR THE ARTS THAT ALIGNS WITH THE SECTOR’S NEARLY $200 MILLION ANNUAL ECONOMIC IMPACT AND EXPANDS ACCESS TO HISTORICALLY UNDERSERVED COMMUNITIES?

	JUSTIN PINKERTON
	HAMILTON COUNTY COMMISSION

	CANDIDATES FOR DISTRICT 7
	electleehelton.com
	HAMILTON COUNTY

	DISTRICT 7 RACE
	LAURA BERTRAND
	lauragoeshamilton@icloud.com
	WHAT ARE SOME OF YOUR FAVORITE ARTS & CULTURAL EVENTS, PROJECTS, OR PROGRAMS THAT TAKE PLACE IN YOUR DISTRICT?
	WHAT SPECIFIC POLICIES OR INITIATIVES HAVE YOU SUPPORTED, OR ARE PLANNING TO SUPPORT, THAT WOULD STRENGTHEN THE NONPROFIT ARTS AND CULTURE SECTOR IN OUR AREA?
	WHAT ARTS ACTIVITIES HAVE YOU ATTENDED, PARTICIPATED IN, OR SUPPORTED IN THE LAST YEAR? (SELECT ALL THAT APPLY)

	WHAT SOURCES OF ARTS FUNDING DO YOU THINK ARE MOST CRITICAL?
	DO YOU BELIEVE THAT INCREASED FUNDING FOR NONPROFIT ARTS AND CULTURE ORGANIZATIONS CAN IMPACT THE VITALITY AND GROWTH OF OUR LOCAL COMMUNITY?


	SOME COMMUNITIES OFTEN LACK ACCESS TO NONPROFIT ARTS AND CULTURAL ORGANIZATIONS AND PROGRAMS. HOW WOULD YOU INCREASE OPPORTUNITIES TO ENSURE THAT ALL MEMBERS OF OUR COMMUNITY CAN ACCESS THE BENEFITS OF ART EXPERIENCES?
	HOW DO YOU PERCEIVE THE ROLE OF NONPROFIT ARTS AND CULTURE ORGANIZATIONS IN THE OVERALL DEVELOPMENT AND WELL-BEING OF OUR LOCAL COMMUNITY?

	ON A PERSONAL LEVEL, HOW HAVE THE ARTS IMPACTED YOUR LIFE, AND HOW DO YOU THINK YOUR EXPERIENCES SHAPE YOUR SUPPORT FOR THE NONPROFIT ARTS AND CULTURE SECTOR IN YOUR ROLE AS AN ELECTED OFFICIAL?
	DO YOU BELIEVE CREATIVITY AND COLLABORATION SKILLS FOSTERED BY ARTS EDUCATION ARE VALUED BY EMPLOYERS IN BUILDING A FUTURE-READY WORKFORCE?


	LAURA BERTRAND
	WHAT ARE YOUR TOP PRIORITIES FOR STRENGTHENING EDUCATIONAL OUTCOMES IN YOUR DISTRICT, AND WHAT ROLE, IF ANY, SHOULD ARTS EDUCATION OR CREATIVE LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES - FROM PRE-K THROUGH COLLEGE - PLAY IN LOCAL EDUCATION POLICY?
	HOW WOULD YOU APPROACH CREATING A DEDICATED, EQUITABLE SOURCE OF PUBLIC FUNDING FOR THE ARTS THAT ALIGNS WITH THE SECTOR’S NEARLY $200 MILLION ANNUAL ECONOMIC IMPACT AND EXPANDS ACCESS TO HISTORICALLY UNDERSERVED COMMUNITIES?

	LAURA BERTRAND
	HAMILTON COUNTY COMMISSION

	CANDIDATES FOR DISTRICT 8
	electwichman.com
	HAMILTON COUNTY

	DISTRICT 8 RACE
	JOSH WICHMAN
	electwichman@gmail.com
	WHAT ARE SOME OF YOUR FAVORITE ARTS & CULTURAL EVENTS, PROJECTS, OR PROGRAMS THAT TAKE PLACE IN YOUR DISTRICT?
	WHAT SPECIFIC POLICIES OR INITIATIVES HAVE YOU SUPPORTED, OR ARE PLANNING TO SUPPORT, THAT WOULD STRENGTHEN THE NONPROFIT ARTS AND CULTURE SECTOR IN OUR AREA?
	WHAT ARTS ACTIVITIES HAVE YOU ATTENDED, PARTICIPATED IN, OR SUPPORTED IN THE LAST YEAR? (SELECT ALL THAT APPLY)

	WHAT SOURCES OF ARTS FUNDING DO YOU THINK ARE MOST CRITICAL?

	SOME COMMUNITIES OFTEN LACK ACCESS TO NONPROFIT ARTS AND CULTURAL ORGANIZATIONS AND PROGRAMS. HOW WOULD YOU INCREASE OPPORTUNITIES TO ENSURE THAT ALL MEMBERS OF OUR COMMUNITY CAN ACCESS THE BENEFITS OF ART EXPERIENCES?
	HOW DO YOU PERCEIVE THE ROLE OF NONPROFIT ARTS AND CULTURE ORGANIZATIONS IN THE OVERALL DEVELOPMENT AND WELL-BEING OF OUR LOCAL COMMUNITY?

	ON A PERSONAL LEVEL, HOW HAVE THE ARTS IMPACTED YOUR LIFE, AND HOW DO YOU THINK YOUR EXPERIENCES SHAPE YOUR SUPPORT FOR THE NONPROFIT ARTS AND CULTURE SECTOR IN YOUR ROLE AS AN ELECTED OFFICIAL?
	DO YOU BELIEVE THAT INCREASED FUNDING FOR NONPROFIT ARTS AND CULTURE ORGANIZATIONS CAN IMPACT THE VITALITY AND GROWTH OF OUR LOCAL COMMUNITY?
	DO YOU BELIEVE CREATIVITY AND COLLABORATION SKILLS FOSTERED BY ARTS EDUCATION ARE VALUED BY EMPLOYERS IN BUILDING A FUTURE-READY WORKFORCE?


	JOSH WICHMAN
	WHAT ARE YOUR TOP PRIORITIES FOR STRENGTHENING EDUCATIONAL OUTCOMES IN YOUR DISTRICT, AND WHAT ROLE, IF ANY, SHOULD ARTS EDUCATION OR CREATIVE LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES - FROM PRE-K THROUGH COLLEGE - PLAY IN LOCAL EDUCATION POLICY?
	HOW WOULD YOU APPROACH CREATING A DEDICATED, EQUITABLE SOURCE OF PUBLIC FUNDING FOR THE ARTS THAT ALIGNS WITH THE SECTOR’S NEARLY $200 MILLION ANNUAL ECONOMIC IMPACT AND EXPANDS ACCESS TO HISTORICALLY UNDERSERVED COMMUNITIES?

	JOSH WICHMAN
	HAMILTON COUNTY COMMISSION

	CANDIDATE FOR DISTRICT 9
	HAMILTON COUNTY COMMISSION

	CANDIDATE FOR DISTRICT 10
	HAMILTON COUNTY COMMISSION

	CANDIDATES FOR DISTRICT 11
	montrellbesley.com
	HAMILTON COUNTY

	DISTRICT 11 RACE
	MONTRELL BESLEY
	montrell@montrellbesley.com
	WHAT ARE SOME OF YOUR FAVORITE ARTS & CULTURAL EVENTS, PROJECTS, OR PROGRAMS THAT TAKE PLACE IN YOUR DISTRICT?
	WHAT SPECIFIC POLICIES OR INITIATIVES HAVE YOU SUPPORTED, OR ARE PLANNING TO SUPPORT, THAT WOULD STRENGTHEN THE NONPROFIT ARTS AND CULTURE SECTOR IN OUR AREA?
	WHAT ARTS ACTIVITIES HAVE YOU ATTENDED, PARTICIPATED IN, OR SUPPORTED IN THE LAST YEAR? (SELECT ALL THAT APPLY)


	WHAT SOURCES OF ARTS FUNDING DO YOU THINK ARE MOST CRITICAL?
	HOW DO YOU PERCEIVE THE ROLE OF NONPROFIT ARTS AND CULTURE ORGANIZATIONS IN THE OVERALL DEVELOPMENT AND WELL-BEING OF OUR LOCAL COMMUNITY?

	SOME COMMUNITIES OFTEN LACK ACCESS TO NONPROFIT ARTS AND CULTURAL ORGANIZATIONS AND PROGRAMS. HOW WOULD YOU INCREASE OPPORTUNITIES TO ENSURE THAT ALL MEMBERS OF OUR COMMUNITY CAN ACCESS THE BENEFITS OF ART EXPERIENCES?
	ON A PERSONAL LEVEL, HOW HAVE THE ARTS IMPACTED YOUR LIFE, AND HOW DO YOU THINK YOUR EXPERIENCES SHAPE YOUR SUPPORT FOR THE NONPROFIT ARTS AND CULTURE SECTOR IN YOUR ROLE AS AN ELECTED OFFICIAL?

	MONTRELL BESLEY
	WHAT ARE YOUR TOP PRIORITIES FOR STRENGTHENING EDUCATIONAL OUTCOMES IN YOUR DISTRICT, AND WHAT ROLE, IF ANY, SHOULD ARTS EDUCATION OR CREATIVE LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES - FROM PRE-K THROUGH COLLEGE - PLAY IN LOCAL EDUCATION POLICY?
	DO YOU BELIEVE THAT INCREASED FUNDING FOR NONPROFIT ARTS AND CULTURE ORGANIZATIONS CAN IMPACT THE VITALITY AND GROWTH OF OUR LOCAL COMMUNITY?
	DO YOU BELIEVE CREATIVITY AND COLLABORATION SKILLS FOSTERED BY ARTS EDUCATION ARE VALUED BY EMPLOYERS IN BUILDING A FUTURE-READY WORKFORCE?


	MONTRELL BESLEY
	HOW WOULD YOU APPROACH CREATING A DEDICATED, EQUITABLE SOURCE OF PUBLIC FUNDING FOR THE ARTS THAT ALIGNS WITH THE SECTOR’S NEARLY $200 MILLION ANNUAL ECONOMIC IMPACT AND EXPANDS ACCESS TO HISTORICALLY UNDERSERVED COMMUNITIES?

	MONTRELL BESLEY
	HAMILTON COUNTY SCHOOL BOARD

	CANDIDATES FOR DISTRICT 3
	dillonforschoolboard.com
	walkerfordistrict3.com
	COUNTY SCHOOL BOARD

	DISTRICT 3 RACE
	SANDY PRICER
	pricer.sandy@gmail.com
	WHAT ARE SOME OF YOUR FAVORITE ARTS & CULTURAL EVENTS, PROJECTS, OR PROGRAMS THAT TAKE PLACE IN YOUR DISTRICT?
	WHAT SPECIFIC POLICIES OR INITIATIVES HAVE YOU SUPPORTED, OR ARE PLANNING TO SUPPORT, THAT WOULD STRENGTHEN THE NONPROFIT ARTS AND CULTURE SECTOR IN OUR AREA?
	WHAT ARTS ACTIVITIES HAVE YOU ATTENDED, PARTICIPATED IN, OR SUPPORTED IN THE LAST YEAR? (SELECT ALL THAT APPLY)

	WHAT SOURCES OF ARTS FUNDING DO YOU THINK ARE MOST CRITICAL?

	SOME COMMUNITIES OFTEN LACK ACCESS TO NONPROFIT ARTS AND CULTURAL ORGANIZATIONS AND PROGRAMS. HOW WOULD YOU INCREASE OPPORTUNITIES TO ENSURE THAT ALL MEMBERS OF OUR COMMUNITY CAN ACCESS THE BENEFITS OF ART EXPERIENCES?
	HOW DO YOU PERCEIVE THE ROLE OF NONPROFIT ARTS AND CULTURE ORGANIZATIONS IN THE OVERALL DEVELOPMENT AND WELL-BEING OF OUR LOCAL COMMUNITY?

	ON A PERSONAL LEVEL, HOW HAVE THE ARTS IMPACTED YOUR LIFE, AND HOW DO YOU THINK YOUR EXPERIENCES SHAPE YOUR SUPPORT FOR THE NONPROFIT ARTS AND CULTURE SECTOR IN YOUR ROLE AS AN ELECTED OFFICIAL?
	DO YOU BELIEVE THAT INCREASED FUNDING FOR NONPROFIT ARTS AND CULTURE ORGANIZATIONS CAN IMPACT THE VITALITY AND GROWTH OF OUR LOCAL COMMUNITY?
	DO YOU BELIEVE CREATIVITY AND COLLABORATION SKILLS FOSTERED BY ARTS EDUCATION ARE VALUED BY EMPLOYERS IN BUILDING A FUTURE-READY WORKFORCE?


	SANDY PRICER
	WHAT ARE YOUR TOP PRIORITIES FOR STRENGTHENING EDUCATIONAL OUTCOMES IN YOUR DISTRICT, AND WHAT ROLE, IF ANY, SHOULD ARTS EDUCATION OR CREATIVE LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES - FROM PRE-K THROUGH COLLEGE - PLAY IN LOCAL EDUCATION POLICY?
	HOW WOULD YOU APPROACH CREATING A DEDICATED, EQUITABLE SOURCE OF PUBLIC FUNDING FOR THE ARTS THAT ALIGNS WITH THE SECTOR’S NEARLY $200 MILLION ANNUAL ECONOMIC IMPACT AND EXPANDS ACCESS TO HISTORICALLY UNDERSERVED COMMUNITIES?

	SANDY PRICER
	COUNTY SCHOOL BOARD

	DISTRICT 3 RACE
	RUTH WALKER
	WHAT ARE SOME OF YOUR FAVORITE ARTS & CULTURAL EVENTS, PROJECTS, OR PROGRAMS THAT TAKE PLACE IN YOUR DISTRICT?
	WHAT ARTS ACTIVITIES HAVE YOU ATTENDED, PARTICIPATED IN, OR SUPPORTED IN THE LAST YEAR? (SELECT ALL THAT APPLY)

	WHAT SPECIFIC POLICIES OR INITIATIVES HAVE YOU SUPPORTED, OR ARE PLANNING TO SUPPORT, THAT WOULD STRENGTHEN THE NONPROFIT ARTS AND CULTURE SECTOR IN OUR AREA?

	WHAT SOURCES OF ARTS FUNDING DO YOU THINK ARE MOST CRITICAL?
	HOW DO YOU PERCEIVE THE ROLE OF NONPROFIT ARTS AND CULTURE ORGANIZATIONS IN THE OVERALL DEVELOPMENT AND WELL-BEING OF OUR LOCAL COMMUNITY?
	DO YOU BELIEVE THAT INCREASED FUNDING FOR NONPROFIT ARTS AND CULTURE ORGANIZATIONS CAN IMPACT THE VITALITY AND GROWTH OF OUR LOCAL COMMUNITY?


	RUTH WALKER
	SOME COMMUNITIES OFTEN LACK ACCESS TO NONPROFIT ARTS AND CULTURAL ORGANIZATIONS AND PROGRAMS. HOW WOULD YOU INCREASE OPPORTUNITIES TO ENSURE THAT ALL MEMBERS OF OUR COMMUNITY CAN ACCESS THE BENEFITS OF ART EXPERIENCES?
	ON A PERSONAL LEVEL, HOW HAVE THE ARTS IMPACTED YOUR LIFE, AND HOW DO YOU THINK YOUR EXPERIENCES SHAPE YOUR SUPPORT FOR THE NONPROFIT ARTS AND CULTURE SECTOR IN YOUR ROLE AS AN ELECTED OFFICIAL?

	RUTH WALKER
	WHAT ARE YOUR TOP PRIORITIES FOR STRENGTHENING EDUCATIONAL OUTCOMES IN YOUR DISTRICT, AND WHAT ROLE, IF ANY, SHOULD ARTS EDUCATION OR CREATIVE LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES - FROM PRE-K THROUGH COLLEGE - PLAY IN LOCAL EDUCATION POLICY?
	HOW WOULD YOU APPROACH CREATING A DEDICATED, EQUITABLE SOURCE OF PUBLIC FUNDING FOR THE ARTS THAT ALIGNS WITH THE SECTOR’S NEARLY $200 MILLION ANNUAL ECONOMIC IMPACT AND EXPANDS ACCESS TO HISTORICALLY UNDERSERVED COMMUNITIES?
	DO YOU BELIEVE CREATIVITY AND COLLABORATION SKILLS FOSTERED BY ARTS EDUCATION ARE VALUED BY EMPLOYERS IN BUILDING A FUTURE-READY WORKFORCE?


	RUTH WALKER
	HAMILTON COUNTY SCHOOL BOARD

	CANDIDATE FOR DISTRICT 5
	COUNTY SCHOOL BOARD

	DISTRICT 5 RACE
	THESSELA WHITE
	WHAT ARE SOME OF YOUR FAVORITE ARTS & CULTURAL EVENTS, PROJECTS, OR PROGRAMS THAT TAKE PLACE IN YOUR DISTRICT?
	WHAT SPECIFIC POLICIES OR INITIATIVES HAVE YOU SUPPORTED, OR ARE PLANNING TO SUPPORT, THAT WOULD STRENGTHEN THE NONPROFIT ARTS AND CULTURE SECTOR IN OUR AREA?
	WHAT SOURCES OF ARTS FUNDING DO YOU THINK ARE MOST CRITICAL?
	WHAT ARTS ACTIVITIES HAVE YOU ATTENDED, PARTICIPATED IN, OR SUPPORTED IN THE LAST YEAR? (SELECT ALL THAT APPLY)
	DO YOU BELIEVE THAT INCREASED FUNDING FOR NONPROFIT ARTS AND CULTURE ORGANIZATIONS CAN IMPACT THE VITALITY AND GROWTH OF OUR LOCAL COMMUNITY?
	DO YOU BELIEVE CREATIVITY AND COLLABORATION SKILLS FOSTERED BY ARTS EDUCATION ARE VALUED BY EMPLOYERS IN BUILDING A FUTURE-READY WORKFORCE?


	SOME COMMUNITIES OFTEN LACK ACCESS TO NONPROFIT ARTS AND CULTURAL ORGANIZATIONS AND PROGRAMS. HOW WOULD YOU INCREASE OPPORTUNITIES TO ENSURE THAT ALL MEMBERS OF OUR COMMUNITY CAN ACCESS THE BENEFITS OF ART EXPERIENCES?
	HOW DO YOU PERCEIVE THE ROLE OF NONPROFIT ARTS AND CULTURE ORGANIZATIONS IN THE OVERALL DEVELOPMENT AND WELL-BEING OF OUR LOCAL COMMUNITY?

	ON A PERSONAL LEVEL, HOW HAVE THE ARTS IMPACTED YOUR LIFE, AND HOW DO YOU THINK YOUR EXPERIENCES SHAPE YOUR SUPPORT FOR THE NONPROFIT ARTS AND CULTURE SECTOR IN YOUR ROLE AS AN ELECTED OFFICIAL?
	WHAT ARE YOUR TOP PRIORITIES FOR STRENGTHENING EDUCATIONAL OUTCOMES IN YOUR DISTRICT, AND WHAT ROLE, IF ANY, SHOULD ARTS EDUCATION OR CREATIVE LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES - FROM PRE-K THROUGH COLLEGE - PLAY IN LOCAL EDUCATION POLICY?
	HOW WOULD YOU APPROACH CREATING A DEDICATED, EQUITABLE SOURCE OF PUBLIC FUNDING FOR THE ARTS THAT ALIGNS WITH THE SECTOR’S NEARLY $200 MILLION ANNUAL ECONOMIC IMPACT AND EXPANDS ACCESS TO HISTORICALLY UNDERSERVED COMMUNITIES?

	THESSELA WHITE
	HAMILTON COUNTY SCHOOL BOARD

	CANDIDATES FOR DISTRICT 6
	votecindyfain.com
	COUNTY SCHOOL BOARD

	DISTRICT 6 RACE
	BEN CONNOR
	Ben@VoteBenConnor.com
	WHAT ARE SOME OF YOUR FAVORITE ARTS & CULTURAL EVENTS, PROJECTS, OR PROGRAMS THAT TAKE PLACE IN YOUR DISTRICT?
	WHAT ARTS ACTIVITIES HAVE YOU ATTENDED, PARTICIPATED IN, OR SUPPORTED IN THE LAST YEAR? (SELECT ALL THAT APPLY)

	WHAT SPECIFIC POLICIES OR INITIATIVES HAVE YOU SUPPORTED, OR ARE PLANNING TO SUPPORT, THAT WOULD STRENGTHEN THE NONPROFIT ARTS AND CULTURE SECTOR IN OUR AREA?

	WHAT SOURCES OF ARTS FUNDING DO YOU THINK ARE MOST CRITICAL?
	SOME COMMUNITIES OFTEN LACK ACCESS TO NONPROFIT ARTS AND CULTURAL ORGANIZATIONS AND PROGRAMS. HOW WOULD YOU INCREASE OPPORTUNITIES TO ENSURE THAT ALL MEMBERS OF OUR COMMUNITY CAN ACCESS THE BENEFITS OF ART EXPERIENCES?
	HOW DO YOU PERCEIVE THE ROLE OF NONPROFIT ARTS AND CULTURE ORGANIZATIONS IN THE OVERALL DEVELOPMENT AND WELL-BEING OF OUR LOCAL COMMUNITY?

	ON A PERSONAL LEVEL, HOW HAVE THE ARTS IMPACTED YOUR LIFE, AND HOW DO YOU THINK YOUR EXPERIENCES SHAPE YOUR SUPPORT FOR THE NONPROFIT ARTS AND CULTURE SECTOR IN YOUR ROLE AS AN ELECTED OFFICIAL?

	BEN CONNOR
	WHAT ARE YOUR TOP PRIORITIES FOR STRENGTHENING EDUCATIONAL OUTCOMES IN YOUR DISTRICT, AND WHAT ROLE, IF ANY, SHOULD ARTS EDUCATION OR CREATIVE LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES - FROM PRE-K THROUGH COLLEGE - PLAY IN LOCAL EDUCATION POLICY?
	HOW WOULD YOU APPROACH CREATING A DEDICATED, EQUITABLE SOURCE OF PUBLIC FUNDING FOR THE ARTS THAT ALIGNS WITH THE SECTOR’S NEARLY $200 MILLION ANNUAL ECONOMIC IMPACT AND EXPANDS ACCESS TO HISTORICALLY UNDERSERVED COMMUNITIES?
	DO YOU BELIEVE THAT INCREASED FUNDING FOR NONPROFIT ARTS AND CULTURE ORGANIZATIONS CAN IMPACT THE VITALITY AND GROWTH OF OUR LOCAL COMMUNITY?
	DO YOU BELIEVE CREATIVITY AND COLLABORATION SKILLS FOSTERED BY ARTS EDUCATION ARE VALUED BY EMPLOYERS IN BUILDING A FUTURE-READY WORKFORCE?


	BEN CONNOR
	HAMILTON COUNTY SCHOOL BOARD

	CANDIDATES FOR DISTRICT 8
	sabrinadaniel.com
	COUNTY SCHOOL BOARD

	DISTRICT 8 RACE
	KATIE PERKINS
	katie.perkins@epbfi.com
	WHAT ARE SOME OF YOUR FAVORITE ARTS & CULTURAL EVENTS, PROJECTS, OR PROGRAMS THAT TAKE PLACE IN YOUR DISTRICT?
	WHAT SPECIFIC POLICIES OR INITIATIVES HAVE YOU SUPPORTED, OR ARE PLANNING TO SUPPORT, THAT WOULD STRENGTHEN THE NONPROFIT ARTS AND CULTURE SECTOR IN OUR AREA?
	WHAT ARTS ACTIVITIES HAVE YOU ATTENDED, PARTICIPATED IN, OR SUPPORTED IN THE LAST YEAR? (SELECT ALL THAT APPLY)

	WHAT SOURCES OF ARTS FUNDING DO YOU THINK ARE MOST CRITICAL?
	SOME COMMUNITIES OFTEN LACK ACCESS TO NONPROFIT ARTS AND CULTURAL ORGANIZATIONS AND PROGRAMS. HOW WOULD YOU INCREASE OPPORTUNITIES TO ENSURE THAT ALL MEMBERS OF OUR COMMUNITY CAN ACCESS THE BENEFITS OF ART EXPERIENCES?
	DO YOU BELIEVE THAT INCREASED FUNDING FOR NONPROFIT ARTS AND CULTURE ORGANIZATIONS CAN IMPACT THE VITALITY AND GROWTH OF OUR LOCAL COMMUNITY?
	DO YOU BELIEVE CREATIVITY AND COLLABORATION SKILLS FOSTERED BY ARTS EDUCATION ARE VALUED BY EMPLOYERS IN BUILDING A FUTURE-READY WORKFORCE?


	ON A PERSONAL LEVEL, HOW HAVE THE ARTS IMPACTED YOUR LIFE, AND HOW DO YOU THINK YOUR EXPERIENCES SHAPE YOUR SUPPORT FOR THE NONPROFIT ARTS AND CULTURE SECTOR IN YOUR ROLE AS AN ELECTED OFFICIAL?
	HOW DO YOU PERCEIVE THE ROLE OF NONPROFIT ARTS AND CULTURE ORGANIZATIONS IN THE OVERALL DEVELOPMENT AND WELL-BEING OF OUR LOCAL COMMUNITY?

	WHAT ARE YOUR TOP PRIORITIES FOR STRENGTHENING EDUCATIONAL OUTCOMES IN YOUR DISTRICT, AND WHAT ROLE, IF ANY, SHOULD ARTS EDUCATION OR CREATIVE LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES - FROM PRE-K THROUGH COLLEGE - PLAY IN LOCAL EDUCATION POLICY?
	HOW WOULD YOU APPROACH CREATING A DEDICATED, EQUITABLE SOURCE OF PUBLIC FUNDING FOR THE ARTS THAT ALIGNS WITH THE SECTOR’S NEARLY $200 MILLION ANNUAL ECONOMIC IMPACT AND EXPANDS ACCESS TO HISTORICALLY UNDERSERVED COMMUNITIES?

	KATIE PERKINS
	COUNTY SCHOOL BOARD

	DISTRICT 8 RACE
	SABRINA DANIEL
	sabrinadaniel657@gmail.com
	WHAT ARE SOME OF YOUR FAVORITE ARTS & CULTURAL EVENTS, PROJECTS, OR PROGRAMS THAT TAKE PLACE IN YOUR DISTRICT?
	WHAT SPECIFIC POLICIES OR INITIATIVES HAVE YOU SUPPORTED, OR ARE PLANNING TO SUPPORT, THAT WOULD STRENGTHEN THE NONPROFIT ARTS AND CULTURE SECTOR IN OUR AREA?
	WHAT ARTS ACTIVITIES HAVE YOU ATTENDED, PARTICIPATED IN, OR SUPPORTED IN THE LAST YEAR? (SELECT ALL THAT APPLY)

	WHAT SOURCES OF ARTS FUNDING DO YOU THINK ARE MOST CRITICAL?
	DO YOU BELIEVE THAT INCREASED FUNDING FOR NONPROFIT ARTS AND CULTURE ORGANIZATIONS CAN IMPACT THE VITALITY AND GROWTH OF OUR LOCAL COMMUNITY?
	DO YOU BELIEVE CREATIVITY AND COLLABORATION SKILLS FOSTERED BY ARTS EDUCATION ARE VALUED BY EMPLOYERS IN BUILDING A FUTURE-READY WORKFORCE?


	SOME COMMUNITIES OFTEN LACK ACCESS TO NONPROFIT ARTS AND CULTURAL ORGANIZATIONS AND PROGRAMS. HOW WOULD YOU INCREASE OPPORTUNITIES TO ENSURE THAT ALL MEMBERS OF OUR COMMUNITY CAN ACCESS THE BENEFITS OF ART EXPERIENCES?
	HOW DO YOU PERCEIVE THE ROLE OF NONPROFIT ARTS AND CULTURE ORGANIZATIONS IN THE OVERALL DEVELOPMENT AND WELL-BEING OF OUR LOCAL COMMUNITY?

	ON A PERSONAL LEVEL, HOW HAVE THE ARTS IMPACTED YOUR LIFE, AND HOW DO YOU THINK YOUR EXPERIENCES SHAPE YOUR SUPPORT FOR THE NONPROFIT ARTS AND CULTURE SECTOR IN YOUR ROLE AS AN ELECTED OFFICIAL?

	SABRINA DANIEL
	WHAT ARE YOUR TOP PRIORITIES FOR STRENGTHENING EDUCATIONAL OUTCOMES IN YOUR DISTRICT, AND WHAT ROLE, IF ANY, SHOULD ARTS EDUCATION OR CREATIVE LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES - FROM PRE-K THROUGH COLLEGE - PLAY IN LOCAL EDUCATION POLICY?
	HOW WOULD YOU APPROACH CREATING A DEDICATED, EQUITABLE SOURCE OF PUBLIC FUNDING FOR THE ARTS THAT ALIGNS WITH THE SECTOR’S NEARLY $200 MILLION ANNUAL ECONOMIC IMPACT AND EXPANDS ACCESS TO HISTORICALLY UNDERSERVED COMMUNITIES?

	SABRINA DANIEL
	HAMILTON COUNTY SCHOOL BOARD

	CANDIDATES FOR DISTRICT 9
	votejordanhammond.com
	COUNTY SCHOOL BOARD

	DISTRICT 9 RACE
	GARY KUEHN
	garywkuehn77@gmail.com
	WHAT ARE SOME OF YOUR FAVORITE ARTS & CULTURAL EVENTS, PROJECTS, OR PROGRAMS THAT TAKE PLACE IN YOUR DISTRICT?
	WHAT SPECIFIC POLICIES OR INITIATIVES HAVE YOU SUPPORTED, OR ARE PLANNING TO SUPPORT, THAT WOULD STRENGTHEN THE NONPROFIT ARTS AND CULTURE SECTOR IN OUR AREA?
	WHAT SOURCES OF ARTS FUNDING DO YOU THINK ARE MOST CRITICAL?
	SOME COMMUNITIES OFTEN LACK ACCESS TO NONPROFIT ARTS AND CULTURAL ORGANIZATIONS AND PROGRAMS. HOW WOULD YOU INCREASE OPPORTUNITIES TO ENSURE THAT ALL MEMBERS OF OUR COMMUNITY CAN ACCESS THE BENEFITS OF ART EXPERIENCES?
	WHAT ARTS ACTIVITIES HAVE YOU ATTENDED, PARTICIPATED IN, OR SUPPORTED IN THE LAST YEAR? (SELECT ALL THAT APPLY)
	DO YOU BELIEVE THAT INCREASED FUNDING FOR NONPROFIT ARTS AND CULTURE ORGANIZATIONS CAN IMPACT THE VITALITY AND GROWTH OF OUR LOCAL COMMUNITY?
	DO YOU BELIEVE CREATIVITY AND COLLABORATION SKILLS FOSTERED BY ARTS EDUCATION ARE VALUED BY EMPLOYERS IN BUILDING A FUTURE-READY WORKFORCE?


	ON A PERSONAL LEVEL, HOW HAVE THE ARTS IMPACTED YOUR LIFE, AND HOW DO YOU THINK YOUR EXPERIENCES SHAPE YOUR SUPPORT FOR THE NONPROFIT ARTS AND CULTURE SECTOR IN YOUR ROLE AS AN ELECTED OFFICIAL?
	WHAT ARE YOUR TOP PRIORITIES FOR STRENGTHENING EDUCATIONAL OUTCOMES IN YOUR DISTRICT, AND WHAT ROLE, IF ANY, SHOULD ARTS EDUCATION OR CREATIVE LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES - FROM PRE-K THROUGH COLLEGE - PLAY IN LOCAL EDUCATION POLICY?
	HOW DO YOU PERCEIVE THE ROLE OF NONPROFIT ARTS AND CULTURE ORGANIZATIONS IN THE OVERALL DEVELOPMENT AND WELL-BEING OF OUR LOCAL COMMUNITY?

	HOW WOULD YOU APPROACH CREATING A DEDICATED, EQUITABLE SOURCE OF PUBLIC FUNDING FOR THE ARTS THAT ALIGNS WITH THE SECTOR’S NEARLY $200 MILLION ANNUAL ECONOMIC IMPACT AND EXPANDS ACCESS TO HISTORICALLY UNDERSERVED COMMUNITIES?

	GARY KUEHN
	THANK YOU!
	ArtsBuild is very grateful to all the candidates who took time to answer our survey.
	The candidates below were unable to submit their responses, but we encourage you to contact them and learn more!
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