Public investments in the arts deliver a high payoff and contribute to
multiple policy goals. Many sectors offer a sizable economic footprint,
however only the arts sector delivers a fivefold return on investment:
boosting economic productivity, improving education outcomes,
fostering civic cohesion, facilitating good health, and preserving
history and culture.
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ADVOCACY 101

ART INVESTMENT OUTCOMES

The arts make Chattanooga stronger. Families and communities in Hamilton County are
fortified by the educational, civic, health and economic effects of the arts.

The arts support healing for veterans and members of the military. Creative therapies have
been clinically proven to help veterans recover from post-traumatic stress, brain injuries and
other battle wounds, in addition to other benefits including social connections with family
and community.

The arts celebrate Chattanooga. The arts help communities across Hamilton County to
preserve their cherished history and tell the story of our democracy. This year, many cultural
organizations are playing a leading role in local and state America 250 events.

The arts facilitate good health. Research indicates that the arts can facilitate patient
healing, reduce dependency on pain medications and mitigate caregiver stress.

The arts are beneficial for older adults. Abundant evidence shows that the arts reduce
isolation, support good health, strengthen social bonds, and bring a heightened sense of
purpose and joy to our lives as we mature.

Students who engage in the arts do better in school and in life. Students who
study the arts have better attendance, lower dropout rates, and higher

scores on reading and mathematics standardized tests. The
arts also teach workforce development skills such as
problem-solving, communication and collaboration.

The arts support local economy. In Hamilton County,
the arts and culture sector generate over $190 million
each year. Also, the economic activity generated by the
arts and culture sector supports over 3,100 jobs, provided .‘-s
$122.1 million in personal income to residents, and AR
generating $33.2 million in tax revenue.

artsbuild.com/advocacy
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